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On Christian Forgiveness. 


If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke 
him ; andifhe repent, forgive him. 

And if he trespass against thee seven times 
in a day, and seven times in a day turn 
again to thee, saying, I repent; thou 
shalt forgive him—Lvxt xvii. 3, 4. 


AS there is no Christian duty 
more revolting to the vengeful feel- 
ings of a proud man, so there is none 
more frequently enjoined, or more 
forcibly inculcated, in the New Tes- 
_ tament, than forgiveness of injuries. 

The blessed Author of our holy 
religion, who came to guide an er- 
ting world into a new and better 
way, exploded, in the beginning of 
diis teaching, the doctrine of old 
time, “‘an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth,” by commanding 
his followers not to resist evil :—that 
is, not to resist it by an opposing 
evil ;—not to smite the smiter, nor 
indulge a furious revengeful temper 
under provocations ; but as the A- 
postle adviseth his Roman conv erts, 
“if it be possible, live peaceably 
with all men;’’ and at any rate, 
“ avenge not yourselves, but rather 
give place unto wrath.” 

There may, however, be trials in 
_ the life of a Christian, when it will 
be found extremely difficult, if not 
impossible to maintain an even, quiet 
temper, under great and aggravated 
provocations; when peace, if pre- 
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served at all, must be the effect of 
strenuous effort ; and St. Paul seems 
to suppose such a case when he uses 
the phrase, “ if possible.” 

Our passions are inherent in our 
nature, implanted there by the great 
Author of our being; and he has 
made us no otherways accountable 
for them, than that we encourage 
those of a virtuous, and restrain those 
of a vicious tendency. Neither our 
Saviour nor his Apostle absolutely 
forbid anger; and it is only when 
we entertain it “ without case,” or 
indulge it improperly under provo- 
cation, that it becomes sinful. When 
St. Paul says, “ Be ye angry and sin 
not,” he plainly infers that anger 
may exist without sin ;. and it is ob- 
vious from our Saviour’s direction 
for the treatment of an obstinate, and 
wilfully offending brother, that we 
may be justified in renouncing all 
fellowship or intercourse with him. 
“* Let him be unto thee as a heathen 
man and a publican.” 

But though we may be angry 
without sin, yet we can never medi- 
tate vengeance without guilt... This 
is a kind of retribution withheld from 
worms of the dust, unsafe to be trust- 
ed in their hands, and reserved by 
Jenova: as his own prerogative.— 
“ Vengeance is mine, I will recom- 
pense, saith the Lord.” 

There is a broad difference be- 
tween retaliation and remonstrance 5 
between retorting, and redressing 
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wrongs : and there is also a distinc- 
tion between forgiving and endur- 
ing them. 

A base man may causelessly heap 
up reproaches and abuse against his 
innocent neighbour, setting truth and 
justice at defiance, and glorying in 
the injuries thus inflicted on his cha- 
racter. A Christian may endure it 
all without retort, but must he, or 
can he forgive, when there is not the 
smallest abatement of malice P— 
Throughout the scriptores of the Old 
and New Testament, God hath been 
graciously pleased to proclaim par- 
don to the penitent ; but we read 
not in the whole Bible, any promise 
or encouragement on which the im- 
penitent can rest a hope that will 
not shame him in the day of God. 
When, therefore, in that most per- 
fect form dictated by Christ to his 
Apostles, we pray to be forgiven 
our lrespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us,—does it 
not imply that we should be ready 
to forgive an offending brother, on 
the same conditions that we hope to 
find forgiveness of God? And are 
we any where taught to expect for- 
giveness of our offences against Him, 
while they are daily and hourly re- 
newed in the most aggravated man- 
ner, without one supplication for par- 
don, or even an acknowledgment that 
any have been committed P 

If it be said there is an infinite dif- 
ference betwixt offending against a 
holy God, and a fellow worm; it 
may be answered, that our condition 
must be hopeless indeed, if there is 
not also as great a difierence between 
the petulant passions of an irritated 
mortal, and the patient endurance of 
our Heavenly Father. 

We are all sinners before God— 
guilty, through manifold and great 
transgressions: we are estranged 
from his favour, and obnoxious to his 
justice :—But, blessed be his holy 
name, that he has provided the 
means of restoration, through the 


atoning sacrifice, and mediatorial of. 
fice of Jesus Christ. 

How then are we to avail our. 
selves of his mediation? Not by a 
wilful continuance in sin—not by 
persisting from day to day, and frorn 
year to year, to repeat our transgres- 
sions afresh with aggravated insult, 
in defiance of his justice, and with. 
out dread of his wrath. No:—He 
requires that we “ cease to do evil, 
and learn to do well—that we not 
only confess our sins, but forsake 
them also, before we can hope for 
mercy and pardon. Now, ifa simi- 
lar course towards each other is not 
required of those who proféss to be 
his disciples, what meaueth his com- 
mand, “ If thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that 
thy brother hath cught against thee, 
leave there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way ; first, be reconciled 
to thy brother, and then come and 
offer thy gift ?” 

Hence we infer, that the scriptur- 
al duty of forgiveness to an obstinate 
and perseveringly offending brother, 
requires no more of us than that we 
abstain from malice and revenge ;— 
that we be ready to exercise towards 
him acts of kindness and benevo- 
lence; to feed him if hungry, and 
clothe him when naked ;—to pray 
that he may have “ repentance and 
a better mind,” and thus be qualified 
for the mercy of God through the 
merits of Jesus Christ. But, we are 
not forbidden, at the same time, to 
bear testimony against his unchris- 
tian temper and conduct: we are net 
required to approach him with the 
hand of confidential friendship, and 
take without reserve to the bosom 
of family hospitality, a viper with all 
his venom about him; but are au- 
thorized to withdraw ourselves from 
any intercourse that may expose us 
to his malice ; for such, we consider 
the import of St. Paul’s direction to 
the Corinthian Church. “ I have 
written unto you not to keep compa- 
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ny, if any man that is called a bro- 
ther be a fornicator, or covetous, or 
an idolator, or a railer, or a drunk- 
ard, or ail extortioner 5 ; with suchan 
one, no not te eat.” And he adds, 
‘ Therefore put away from among 
yourselves that wicked person.” 


A. L. 
~~ @BHe«:- 
On Religious Enquiry. 


What is truth ?—is a very impor- 
tant question, and is interesting at all 
times and under all circumstances. 
On every subject with which we are 
conversant, it should be our aim to 
ascertain, as far as possible, what is 
trulh. And especially on topics of 
a religious nature, it is our indispen- 
sible duty to prosecute the enquiry 
with diligence and faithfulness ; be- 
cause an essential error on these top- 
ics, might lead to fatal ccnsequences. 
The question, What is truth? was 
originally asked by the Roman gov- 
ernor, Pontius Pilate, at the very 
moment when he was giving up an 
innocent victim to the unrighteous 
demands of a blind, infuriated, and 
brutal populace. Pilate, at the re- 
quest of the Jews, had examined Je- 
sus, touching his pretensions, and the 
offences of which they accused him ; 
and had received from him this ex- 
plicit declaration :—‘* To this end 
was I born, and for this cause came 
Tinto this world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth.’ To which 
Pilate replied, “ What is truth ?” 
it appears, however, that the Ro- 
man governor, like too many of our 
modern enquirers, contented himself 
with asking the question, without ta- 
king any further trouble to satisfy 
himself on the subject: For Jesus 
was surrendered into the hands of 
his enemies, and led away to execu- 
tion. Such an instance of shameful 
apathy. nd indifference, taken in 
connection with the dreadful conse- 
quences to which it led on this occa- 
sion, should teach usa wiser and 


better policy. As it is our duty, so 
we should esteem it our greatest 
pleasure, to pursue, with becoming 
earnestuess and attention, this great 
und interesting enquiry. 

With regard to the all-important 
subject of religion, then, What iv 
truth? Truth, in all cases, must be 
that which can be clearly proved by 
ihe highest possible evidence in our 
possession, or within our reach. It 
is not suflicient to say, | am persua- 
ded in my own mind of the truth, of 
this or that proposition; and, there- 
fore, it must be true. By such an 
argument, we virtually close our eyes 
agaiast evidence. We make no al- 
lowance for the prejudice that blinds, 
or the misrepreseutation that mis- 
leads, the judgmeiut. Instead of ar- 
riving at truth, in this way,we should 
inevitably confirm ourselves in error. 
Nor is it sufficient, to make a fair 
shew of demonstration, through the 
deductions of human reasoning.— 
Truth has been often lost, but never 
found, amid the intricate mazes of 
speculation. Ly a certain subtile 
mode of theorizing, a thousand things 
may be made to appear possible, 
which are very improbable; and 
other things may be made to appear 
probable, which never actually ex- 
isted. Instead of subserving the 
cause of truth, therefore, reason- 
ings of this nature have ever been 
the most effective iustruments in 
the propagation of falsehood. The 
atheist, who denies the being of a 
God—the deist, who denies the gos- 
pel—and the Socinian, who denies 
the divinity of the Saviour—may all 
reason as well as other men. They 
may all maintain long and plausible 
argumeuts in favour of their peculiar 
notions ; and they may speak of the 
conyiction of their minds, in as 
strong terms as the most orthodox 
among Christians. Volumes have 
been written in defence of every spe- 
cies of heresy ; and a style of reason- 
ing has been adopted, which may be 
as successfully wielded on the side o4 
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error, as on the side of truth. And 
yet, amid these floods of argument, 
the Christian has never doubted, for 
a moment, as to questions of this na- 
ture, on which side the truth was to 
be found. And the reason is obvi- 
ous :—the Christian resorts to the 
highest possible evidence within his 
reach—that is, divine revelation. 
Fixing his faith upon the firm found- 
ation of the word of God, he finds no 


difficulty in maintaining the cause of 


truth, against the ingenuity and so- 
phistry, not only of atheists and infi- 
dels, but of the whole host of skep- 
tics and heretics. , 
But there are points of difference, 
and they are in many respects im- 
portant points of difference, even 
among Christians ; and the opposite 
sides of these differences, are main- 
tained with great confidence and 
pertinacity. ‘Truth, however, can 
be found only on one side of a dis- 
puted point: And in determining on 
which side truth is to be found, what 


rule shall the Christian adopt? If 


Christians, in confuting the argu- 
ments of infidelity and heresy, go at 
once to the highest sources of evi- 
dence, can they do less in settling 
controverted pomts among them- 
selves? Will they rely on the de- 
ductions of human reason for this 
purpose ? or will they not rather ap- 
peal to revealed truth—to the proof 
which rests on the strong foundation 
of holy writ ? 


It is no part of my present purpose 


io detail these differences, having 
no other object in view, than to urge 
the great and imperious duty of reli- 
gious enquiry, and to suggest what is 
deemed a proper mode of pursuing 
this enquiry. Christians need not, 
and ought not, to differ: Nor would 
they difier, if they could be persua- 
ded to make it the primary business 
of their lives to enquire, What is 
truth? And how can we excuse our- 
selves from-this duty P 'To say, that 
ve have no time to bestow on such 
an object ; or that we are averse to 





controversy, and therefore will not 
investigate disputed points in reli. 
gion ; is little better than a mere pre- 
text, for closing our eyes against the 
light, and our hearts against convic- 
tion. What constitutes the guilt of 
the Jew or the infidel? Is it not that 
stubbornness, which refuses to exam- 
ine and weigh evidence? And will 
not the like stubbornness on our part, 
involve us in the same guilt? If we 
are convinced of the folly and the 
danger of relying on the mere unfor- 
tified persuasion of our own minds, 
or on the subtile reasonings of theo- 
rists ; and if we perceive the pro- 
priety of seeking, in all cases, the 
highest possible testimony, before 
we venture to decide, or to to speak 
with any degree of confidence ; there 
is no excuse sufficient to justify a 
neglect of the duty of religious en- 
quiry. As Christians, and as hon- 
est seekers after truth, we cannoi 
rest satisfied, so long as we are con- 
scious that we left unexplored a sin- 
gle authentic source of information 
within our reach. 

Let us, then, make it our business 
and our study, faithfully and dili- 
gently to investigate the interesting 
question—* What is truth ?”’ Let us 
go to the fuuntain-head of ali truth, 
to begin our enquiries. Let us take 
the Holy Scriptures, without human 
gloss or comment, for our guide and 
director. Let us hold no principle 
in religion as essential and sacred, 
that may not be fairly proved by 
this unerring standard. And in con- 
sulting the oracles of divine truth, 
let us view the Bible as one consist- 
eut whole. Let us not, for the sake 
of maintaining the pretensions of a 
sect or a party, disjoint its several 


parts. Let us not, for the sake of 


preserving our own consistency, or 
of supporting the infallibility of our 
own opinions, incur the dreadful 
guilt of representing the Scriptures 
as contradictory, And as to the re- 
cords of antiquity, and the testimony 
of uninspired historians, let us view 
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them as authentic evidence on the 
disputed points of religion, so far as 
ihey accord with divine revelation, 
and no further. Finally, taking the 
whole together, let us pursue the 
sreat and important enquiry, with 
the humble hope, that through the 
means with which it has pleased 
God to bless us, the result may prove 
profitable to our souls both now and 
forever. And may the Great Head 
of the Church, in tender compassion 
to our infirmities, send into our hearts 
ihat holy spirit of Truth, which shall 
guide us into all truth. H. 


9 @BO«- 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


The Inspiration of the Scriplures 
proved from their internal Evi- 
dence. 


(Continued from page 176.) 


In a former number we consider- 
ed the majesty of the Sacred wri- 
tings; we will now, according to 
our plan, enter upon a short examin- 
ation of their PURITY. 

After such a display of the per- 
fections of God, as in the preceding 
observations we saw exhibited in the 
Scriptures, it is but reasonable to ex- 
pect, that the doclrines therein con- 
tained, should be perfectly consonant 
to the character of that glorious Be- 
ing, from: whom they proceed. Ac- 
cordingly, we find that the inspired 
wriiers resolve the criminality of ail 
evil actions into their contrariety to 
the divine will and perfections. That 
this isa much more sublime and com- 
manding motive to restrain people 
trom the commission of sin, than any 
assigned by the Heathen Philoso- 
phers, cannot be disputed; for they 
exhorted to virtue, and dissuaded 
from vice, rather by illustrating the 
advantages of the former, and the 
disadvantages of the latter, than by 
enforcing their instructions by the 
authority of the MusT HIGH. 








On the Inspiration of the Scriptures. 197 


It is true that the doctrines of in- 
spiration make a powerful appeal to 
the propensity which every man has 
to procure his own happiness; but 
then it is always in subordination 
to the glory of God ; and they give 
him to understand, that his felicity is 
inseperably connected with his act- 
ing agreeably to the divine will. 

The Moral Law which was deliv- 
ered on Mount Sinai, as we are in- 
formed in the twentieth chapter of 
Exodus, is the most perfect system 
of rules for action which can be im- 
agined. Nothing is there command- 
ed, but what has a direct tendency to 
promote the glory of God, and the 
happiness of men. Nothing is for- 
bidden, which is not offensive to the 
Deity, and pernicious to ciyil society. 
And throughout the whole inspired 
volume, a glorious light is shed over 
this law. Its precepts and prohibi- 
tions are backed by the most allur- 
ing and most alarming motives which 
can influence the human soul. Each 
sacred page furnishes rules “ de ho- 
neste vivendo” infinitely superior to 
the prescriptions of the most saga- 
cious philosophers. All impiety, 
impurity, malice, revenge, ingrati- 
tude, covetousness, falshood, dishon- 
esty, drunkenness, injury to the lives 
or property of our fellow creatures, 
and the like, have the most terrible 
of all sanctions annexed to their com- 
mission, the anger of God; while 
holiness, and every species of moral 
virtue, is encouraged by the promise 
of peace of conscience here, and a 
full reward in a glorious state here- 
after—-a state in which “ sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away ;” in 
which God himself shall wipe 
away all tears”’ from the eyes of his 
people ; in which these happy souls 
shall spend an eternity in the highest 
raptures of bliss! Does the religion 
of Nature teach us such heavenly 
doctrines? Far from it. Even the 

enlightened Cicero, had favourable 
thoughts of the grossest uncleanness. 
Hear his own words—* si quis est, 
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qui etiam meretriciis amoribus inter- 
dictum juventuti putet, est ille qui- 
dem valde severus.” (a) Nay, we 
are told by Justin, that part of the 
religion of the ancients consisted in 
scandalous impurity. Cum Rhe- 
ginorum,” says he, “ tyranni_Leoph- 
ronis bello, Locrenses premerentur, 
voverant, si victores forent, ut die 
festo Vencris, suas virgines prosti- 
tuerent.” (b)* 

How different the genius of the 
Gospel is, the Apostle Paul informs 
us, when he says—* But now I have 
written unto you, not to keep com- 
pany, if any man that is_ called 
brother, be a fornicator, or covetous, 
er an idolator, or a railer, or a drunk- 
ard, with such a one, no, not to eat.” 

Here let it be observed, that since 
man, as may easily be proved, can- 
not discover the divine perfections 
without a revelation from God him- 
self; so, it is impossible for him to 
know what can be agreeable or re- 
pugnant to these perfections, without 
such a revelation. No man there- 
fore of integrity would endeavour to 
palm upon the world his own opin- 
ions as the will of God, when he was 
altorether ignorant of that will. 
Hence, an argument very little short 
of demonstration may be adduced, to 
prove, that the purity of Se ripture 
doctrines proclaims their.divine ori- 
gin. For these doctrines must come, 
either from God, from Man, or from 
the Devil. It is very evident, that 
they cannot be invented by a good 
man 3; for no good .man would be 
guilty of so shameless a falsehood as 
to say, that his own productions 
were dictated | by the Spirit of God. 
It is equally evident, that they are 
not the inventions of a bad man, or 
of the Devil through his instrumen- 
tality; for then Satan’s kingdom 


\ a) Orat. pro Calis. Sec. 3. (2) Jus. liber. 


* We are compelled to omit the quo- 
tations [rom Epictetus and Piato, partly 
out of compliment to the majority of our 
readers, and partly through a deficiency 
of Greek type Ed. 


On the Inspiration of the Scriptures. 











[Jury, 



































would be divided against itself; ang ci 
ve know, that when the member; iim * 


are at war with each other, the | body om tt 
must perish. The nntisideble « COn Sé 
sequence therefore is, that the Scrip. 3m d 
tures, with regard to their purity, pb 


can come from God only. 
Deists indeed think that they am. ii ' 


ply refute the doctrine of Scripture p 
purity, by harranguing upon the§ ti 
heinous sins of those who are cailed be 
God’s people ; such as the incest of § E 
Lot; the adultery and murder oi im B 
David; and the like. But by what i th 
logic ficls become doctrines, shall be Hime 2" 
left with Deists to explain. Tn the Hime 2° 
mean time, till they can prove that i th 
every transgression of a law is a per- @ th 
mission of such transgression, these jf as 
instances can help them no farther Him * 
than to shew, that the Saints of God Him “' 
are not perfect inthis life. An ama- im dr 
zing discovery ! But where does the iim se 

oe t 


Scripture ascribe perfection to them! 
Does it not on the contrary declare, 
that “there is not a just man upoi 
earth that doeth good and sinneth § 


th 
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not ?’ Besides, the recording of these eee 
failings is a strong argument in fe- “ 
vour of the divine origin of the} Me 
Scriptures. Had the inspired pen- 3g 
men been impostors, they would Ie 


have concealed the blemishes of their } 
bretheren. But by handing these 
down to posterity, while they prove 
their own uprightness, they at the | 
same time answer these two valuable | 
ends First, “ to shew that even | 
the holiest men are but men; and | 
that if they are liable to fall into sin, 
others, who cannot pretend to ther Fy 
eminence in sanctification, have the | 
greatest reason to take heed to them- 








selves.” And Secondly “toad ii 
minister comfort to such as have fall- Bye 354 
en from their first love, and to pre- Ray pe 


vent their sinking into despair, by Fe 
displaying the astonishing love ot 
God in pardoning ingratitude and 
treachery.” 

If the assertion of Deists, that the 
principles of the Christian Religion (iy 
cannot jmpart pure principles, be- 5a 
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cause the professors of it do some- 
times commit great offences, were 
trne, then nothing more were neces- 
sary to prove the toleration of mur- 
der, than to prove that murder had 
been committed. 

Some are mightily offended at the 
instance of dishonesty, as they are 
pleased to call it, which was prac- 
tised by the Israelites, when they 
borrowed precious things of the 
Egyptians, and never restored them. 
But has not the Lord, “ whose is 
the earth and the fullness thereof,” 
and at whose command the Israelites 
acted thus, a right to dispose of every 
thing agreeable to his will? But if 
this does not satisfy them, I would 
ask again, whether, supposing them- 
selves in the case of the Israelites, 
who had groaned for near four hun- 
dred years under a most cruel bond- 
age, they would esteem it a crime to 
take from their oppressors, when 
hey were about to leave them, what- 


* The difficulty here alluded to exists only in the translation. 
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ever they could obtain ?* Still, this 
instance does by no means prove, 
that the doctrines of Scripture en- 
courage dishonesty ; and no person 
of common honesty, who has read 
his Bible, can ever make so shame- 
less an assertion. 

After all, there is no small reason 
to suspect, that the very purity of 
the Scriptures, and the restraints 
which they impose upon the corrup- 
tions of the human heart, are the real 
sources of those virulent attacks 
which have been made upon them. 
We might wish, for the honour of 
human nature, that such suspicions 
were groundless ; but experience 
corroborates them too firmly to be 
disproved. We ought indeed to be 
backward in ascribing such princi- 
ples of action to men who profess 
strict morality : but, at the same 
time, we should never sacrifice truth 
to complaisance. 

Néew-Haven, 1821. J. 


The word which 


in our version has been incautiously rendered borrow, signifies to ask, require, de- 
mand, and has been so rendered in almost all the versions, ancient and modern. 


« And they asked of the Egyptians jeweis of silver.” &e. 


They were entitled to all 


that they obtai: ed, and agreat deal more, as the just wages of their serviiude. —Ed. 


oon ee. 


Jddress of the Right Reverend Bishop Browneut, delivered at the An- 
nual Convention of the Diocess of Connecticut, held at Waterbury, tie 


16th day of June, 1821. 


of the Convention. 


My Brethren of the Clergy and of the Laity, 


Iv pursuance of the Canon “ providing for an accurate view of the 
state of the Church from time to time” 
| before you a statement of the affairs of the Diocess since the last meeting 


it now becomes my duty to lay 


Thave administered the Holy Rite of Confirmation in thirty-four Par- 
hes. The following list shews the times, the places, and the number of 


saddle confirmed. 


June 20, At the Church in Hebron, - - 





50 persons. 


July 12, “ Trinity Church, Branford, - 2s « 

Aug.17, *% Church, Watertown, > ae 
o 13, < — Church, Northfield, . 24 “ 
«22, St. John’s Church, Waterbury, - 41 “ 
ee O° cs 


23, —— Church, Oxford, - os 9h“ 








ne 

























——— . » 


ere tee ve oe 
5 aa 











200 Address to the Convention. 

















{Tuny, 
Aug. 24, At St. Paul’s Church, Ripton, - $7 persons 
25, St. Peter’s Church, Huntington, - 25 
26, Church, Trumbull, . 37 
27, Christ Church, Stratford, . 55 
28, Trinity Church, Fairfield, - 20 
29, Church, Weston, - 10 
23, ———— Church, Reading, - il 
51, Trinity Church, Newtown, - 22 
Sept. 10, ——- Church, Simsbury, - 37 
25, Church, Middle Haddam, % 
26, Church, Chatham, - 17 
27, ~ Church, Glastenbury, = - 9 
Oct. 10, St Matthew’s Church, Plymouth, 22 
11, St. Peter’s Church, Plymouth, - 40 
12, —— Church, Woodbury, - 13 
13, —— Church, Roxbury, - 8 
14, St. John’s Church, Washington, 11 
15, ——— Church, (Milton) Litchfield, § 
17, —— + Church, Barkhamstead, 20 
21, —— Church, East-Windsor, 4 











April!5, Trinity Church, New-Haven, - 110 
19, ——— Church, North-Haven, - 19 

27, -——— Church, West-Haven,- - 27 

May 10, Church, Wallingford, - 12 
11, St. Andrew’s Church, Meriden, - 31 

27, St. John’s Church, Bridgeport, - 10 

29, Christ Church, Guilford, - 33 

June 3, Christ Church, East-Haven, - 29 
In all, 836 


It is probable that there is no 
art of our country where the utility 
of the rite of confirmation is more 
duly appreciated, than in this dio- 
cess. Yet even here, the beneficent 
designs of the Church are but very 
imperfectly accomplished. It does 
not seem to be sufficiently under- 
stood that all who have been bapti- 
zed, belong in fact to the Church of 
Christ ;—that its privileges and ben- 
efits are their proper inheritance, 
and that all the obligations of the 
Christian Covenant are binding up- 
on them: Nor that it is their impe- 
rious and indispensible duty public- 
ly and solemnly to assume their bap- 
tismal engagements, and live in con- 
formity to their christian profession. 
I cannot therefore urge it too strong- 
Jy upon the Clergy, as well as-upon 
christian parents, frequently and 


earnestly to impress upon the youn? 
the nature of their vows of baptism, 
and the obligation which rests upon 
them to make a formal recognition 
of them by the public profession of 
their christian faith. Such a public 
profession will have a tendency to 


produce in them a consistency of 


conduct; and by fixing deeply in 
their minds a sense of the responsi- 
bility under which they live, will ex- 
cite them to vigilance, and diligence 
in the performance of their christian 
duties. 

On the 12th day of July last, ai 
Trinity Church, Branford, I adimit- 
ted to the holy order of Priests, the 
Rev. Origen P. Holcomb, Minister 


of that Church, and of St. Andrew’s | 


and the 


Church, North-Branford 
And on 


Church in North-Haven. 


the 30th day of August, at the @ 
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Church in Danbury, I admitted the 
Rev. Daniel Somers, to the holy 
order of Deacons ;—He having pass- 
ed his regular probation as a candi- 
date in the Diocess, and exhibited to 
me all the requisite testimonials. I 
have also admitted, pursuant to the 
Canons, the Rev. Beardsley North 
rup, lately a Minister of the Metho- 
dist connexion, to the holy order of 
Deacons. ‘The ordination was held 
at Trinity Church, New-Haven, on 
Wednesday the second day of May. 

On my visit to Ripten, on the 24th 
day of August, 1 consecrated the 
new Church in that parish, by the 
name of St. Paul’s Church. It is a 
spacious, neat, and commodious 
building ; honourable to the zeal and 
liberality of the parish, and credita- 
ble to the taste of the architect.— 
When at Washington on the 14th of 
October, I consecrated the Church 
there, by the name of St. John’s 
Church. It had recently been finish- 
ed in a very neat manner ; and I ob- 
served among the congregation a 
zeal, which is almost as surely the 
consequence, as the cause of liberal 
exertions for the support Of religious 
institutions. 

I have preached in all the Church- 
es where I have performed these 
i:piscopal duties, and have also offi- 
ciated in several other Parishes 
which were either vacant, or but par- 
tially supplied. 

Among the changes which have 
taken place in the Diocess since the 
last meeting of the Convention, it 
becomes my duty to notice the death 
ofthe Rev. Dr. Smith. He wasa 
man distinguished by his Theologi- 
cal and Literary attainments, and for 
mony years took an active part in 
the concerns of this Diocess. After 
a long life, chequered by much trou- 
ble and suffering, he has gone, as we 
would earnestly hope, to that better 
world, where sighing and sorrow 
shall be no more. —T he Reverend 

-Vathaniel F. Bruce, has returned to 
the Diocess of New-York, and the 
Vo: I. No. VIL 26 
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Rev. Edward Ruiledge, has receiv 
ed letters demissory, on his remov- 
ing to Springfield, in the Eastern 
Diocess. Rev. Jmbrose Todd, 
has returned to this Diocess from 
that of New-York, and has taken 
charge of the Parishes of Reading and 
Danbury. The Rev. Beardsley /’or- 
thrup, lately admitted to holy orders, 
has been appointed to the Parishes 
of Oxford. ‘The Rev. Reuben Ives, 
has resigned his Rectorship of the 
Parish of Cheshire, with the consent 
of that Parish, and the Rev. Dr. 
Bronson, has been appointed to 
succeed him, with the Rev. dsa 
Cornwall, for his assistant. 

The following persons are, at pre- 
sent, Candidates for holy orders in 
this Diocess, viz :-—Lemuel B. Hull; 
David Botsford, Bennet Glover, 
Shadrach Terry, Witliam Shelton, 
John M. Garfield, Franceway R. 
Cossit, Wm. Jarvis, Martin Snell, 
Seth Paddock, Richard Haugh- 
lon, Ashbel Steele, Moses P. Ben- 
net, Asa Griswold, George Shelton 
and Palmer Dyer. Of these Will- 
iam Jarvis has been received with 
letters demissory from the Bishop of 
New- Yo k, and Marlin Snell, under, 
tite like circumstances, from the Di- 
ocess of South Carolina. 

Brethren, I have now visited near- 
ly all the Parishes in this Diocess. 
Every where I have been received 
with a kindness, and an interest high- 
ly gratifying to my feelings. Con- 
cerning the general prosperity of the 
Church, it may be difficult to decide 
with confidence ; but from the best 
observations and enquiries which I 
have been able to make, her friends 
have no reason to despond. She 
seems to be gradually enlarging her 
borders, and “ strengthening her 
stakes,” while at the same time 
there appears to be an increasing 
degree of piety and zeal among her 
members. Her Clergy are every 
where zealous and faithful. I make 


this observation with the more sa- 
tisfaction, as I have formerly heard 
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them charged from abroad with cold- 
ness and indiflerences Nothing but 
ignorance, or gross prejudice, could 
have suggested the imputation. It 
is my full conviction that if there ex- 
ists, in any part of our country, a 
body of Clergy who by their labours 
and privations, their industry and fi- 
delity, approach to the model of the 
primitive ages of the Church, such 
men are to be found among the Epis- 
copal Clergy of Connecticut. To 
ensure the co: iinue d prosperity and 
advancement of the Church, nothing 
is wanting, with the blessing of heav- 
n, but the continued zeai and per- 
severance of her friends. ‘There is 
nothing in the circumstances of the 
times which can warrant a relaxa- 
tion of either. On the contrary, the 
excitement with regard to religion, 
which seems to prevail through the 
greater parts of the State, furnishes 
ground to the friends of the Church 
for the exercise of a more especial 
degreeof vigilance. From the Cler- 
gy, ina particular manner, it calls 
for increased watchfulness and zeal. 
The present, 1S certainly a period 
when people in general are more 
disposed than usual to attend to the 
concerns of religion. Not that we 
have reason to believe there is any 
special effusion of the be ore of God, 
in any particular region ; but the ex- 
citement which has “wh en raised in 
the community, has led people to 
give more heed to those ordinary in- 
fluences of the holy spirit, and to 
those ordinary means of grace, which 
are at all times dispensed in such 
measure as to enable all who will 
co-operate with them, to work out 


their salvation, through the merits of 


the Redeemer. But if the people 
are disposed to hear, and to enquire, 
whatever may be the cause, it is the 
especial duty of the clergy to warn 
and to instruct. More especially is 
this their duty, at the present period, 
that they may guard their flocks 
from the delusions and errors of ig- 
norant teachers ; and lead the en- 





quiring mind to just and rational 
views of that way of salvation re- 
vealed in the Gospel. 

I cannot omit, on this occasion, 
to reiterate to the Convention the 
recommendations, contained in my 
last address, for the establishment ot 
Sunday Schools in every Parish 
throughout the Diocess. In _ these 
schools are to be trained the future 
members of our Church. It is of in- 
calculable importance, as a safeguard 
from the errors with which they wil! 
be surrounded, that they should be 
early made acquainted with her doc- 
trines, and the import of her servi- 
ees. I hope there will not fail to be 
found in every parish a_ sufficient 
number of pious individuals, who 
will be willing to devote themselves 
to this “ labour oflove.” To with- 
draw the youth from profane amuse- 
ment on the Lord’s day, to animate 
and direct their devotions, and to 
lead their ductile minds into the 
paths of true religion, is a work 
which may well engage the attention 
and call forth the charity of the pi- 
ous members of our Church. | 
know of no object, which from such: 
small beginnings, is calculated, in it: 
remote results, to preduce so exten- 
sive an influence on the happiness o! 
individuals, the welfare of society 
and the great interests of religion. 

I must also, again urge upon the 
Convention, and the Church through- 
out the Diocess, an increased pat- 
ronage of the socie ty for the promo- 
tion of Christian knowledge. The 
great objects of this society are to 
distribute the Bible gratuitously to 
the poor, to dissemminate the book 
of pant he Prayer, and_ religious 
Tracts, and to support Missionaries : 
—All of them objects of primary 
importance to the cause of religion. 

‘The Bible is the richest gift of 
Heaven to a benighted world. It 
teaches us all that we are to believe, 
and all that we are to do, in order to 
inherit everlasting life. It is our 
pillar of a cloud by day, and our pi'- 
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lar of fire by night, to conduct us on 
our pilgrimage through the world, to 
the promised inheritance in Heaven. 

The Book of Common Prayer, 
contains an excellent selection of the 
most useful parts of the Bible, and 
an admirable summary of its doc- 
trines ; and as a manual of devotion, 
it is equally calculated for the house 
of God, and the retirement of the 
closet. In disseminating it, we ex- 
tend the knowledge of the way of 
salvation, and afford to our fellow 
men one of the most salutary guides 
and helps in offering up their pray- 
ersand thanksgivings toGod. And 
even in sending forth the little Tract, 
we send forth a messenger of good— 
One that is calculated to penetrate to 
the obscurest dwelling, to unfold toe 
ihe humble inhabitant the mystery 
of redemption, to instruct him in his 
duty, and to incite him to the faith- 
ful performance of it. 

The Missionary, carries with 
him the Gospel and its ordinances, 
and all the blessings which follow in 
their train. He carries them, with 
all their comforts and consolations, 
ic the dispersed members of the flock 
of Christ. These scattered mem- 
bers he seeks to collect into the 
Christian fold. He alarms the care- 
less, and arouses the secure from 
their lethargy. He repairs the waste 
places of our Zion, and builds up the 
Church of the Redeemer in the 
most holy faith. 

Such are the objects of the Socie- 
ty for the promotion of Christian 
knowledge. In the short time that 
has elapsed since the formation of 
the Society, I trust that under the 
blessing of God it has done much 
¢ood. But the annual collections 
are utterly inadequate to the various 
and important objects it embraces. 
Of this you will be readily convinc- 
ed when I inform you, that it has at 
no time been able to support more 
than one Missionary, and that its dis- 
posable funds are now entirely ex- 
naugted, while the labours ef two or 
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three Missionaries seem absolutely 
necessary to the well-being of the 
Church. 

The Theological Seminary, es- 
tablished by the General Conven- 
tion within this Diocess, has gone 
into active and successful operation. 
There are at present Twenty-one 
students belonging to the Institution. 
Of these, however, one is absent on 
account of sickness, and two others, 
by permission. I trust the measures 
which have been taken for the en- 
dowment of a Connecticut Professor- 
ship will be ultimately successful. 
Certain circumstances have occa- 
sioned a temporary suspension of 
these measures, but the liberality 
with which the subject has been met 
wherever it has been brought for- 
ward, affords a pledge of its final suc- 
CeSS. 

My Brethren of the Convention,— 
I will not detain you longer from the 
business on which you have assem- 
bled. Let us now proceed to it in 
the fear of God, “in the unity of 
the Spirit, and in the bond of peace.” 
And may the great head of the 
Church grant us his blessing ;— May 
he guide us by his Spirit, and so or- 
der all our deliberations and our do- 
ings, that they may promote his 
own glory and the welfare of his 
Church. 


9 @@O~-- 


Extracts from Bishop Griswold’s 
Pastoral letter on Baplism. 


“ Tre practice ofthe primitive 
church, and the understanding of this 
matter by christians of the first four 
centuries, will help to show both the 
antiquity and the reasonableness of 
sponsors in baptism. Indeed the 
early commencement of the practice 
is a strong presumptive evidence that 
it had the sanction of apostolick 
usage. It appears from Tertullian, 
that about one hundred years after 
the apostles it was a custem, estal- 
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lished and general in the church, for 
godfathers, as they were then called, 


to answer and promise in behalf of 


children at their baptism.* From 
subsequent writers, and especially 
from St. Augustine, who flourished 
about three hundred years after the 
apostles, we learn that it was the 
established and undoubted practice 
for parents, and other pious persons 
not the parents, to present children 
to be baptized ; and that the man- 
ner and custom of doing it was simi- 
lar to our present usage.+ The rea- 
son assigned by Jewish writers for 
engaging children in covenant with 
the true God, without their consent, 
is that nothing is done but what is 
for their undoubted good :—that we 
may confer privileges on a person 
without his knowing it; but to take 
away privileges without his consent, 
18s unjust. 

The engagements made, in the 
early ages of the church, in behalf of 
children, were also similar to our 
present practice. ‘These were then 
considered of much importance ; ac- 
cording to the words of St. Peter, 
that baptism saves us, not by the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, 
but by the answer, or stipulation of 
a good conscience towards God. 
# rom ancient writers we learn that 
such stipulations (for to such it is 
reasonable to believe the apostle had 
reference) were universally required : 
in the case of grown persons, to be 
made by their cwn mouth; and 
when infants were baptised, by spon- 
sors intheirname. The substance 
ot what the sponsor promised in be- 
half of the child was, that he renoun- 
ced the devil and worldly vanilies ; 
that he believed in Christ ; and that 
he would turn lo God.|| The Jews 
required of those who entered into 
covenant, (adults for themselves, and 


*Tertul. de Bap- c. xviii. 
tSee Bing. Antiq. B. xi, c. viii. 


| See Wall on Baptism, part i.c, xv, 
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children by their sponsors,) to re. 
novnce idolatry, and believe in Je- 
hovah. Christians, being taught 
that idolatry is making religious of- 
ferings to devils, express the same 
thing by renouncing the devil and 
his works. ‘The celebrated preach- 
er, Mr. Saurin, in his sermon on The 
Perfection of Christian Knowledge, 
understands St. Paul, in the sixth 
chapter to the Hebrews, by “ the 
doctrine of baptisms,” to mean “ thie 
confession of faith that was required 
of such as had resolved to profess 
christianity. Of such persons,’’ he 
says, * a confession was required, 
and their answers to certain _ques- 
tions were demanded. ‘The formu- 
laries that have been used on this 
occasion, have been extremely di- 
versified at different places, and in 
different times ; but the most ancient 
are the shortest and most determin- 
ate. One question that was put to 
the catechumen was, Dost thou re- 
nounce the devil ? to which he ans- 
wered, I renounce him. Another 
was, Dost thou believe in Jesus 
Christ ? to which he replied, J Le- 
lieveinhim. St. Cyprian calls these 
questions, the baplismal inlerregatlo- 
ry ; and the answers are called by 
Tertullian, dhe answer of salvation 
And we havea passage upon this ar- 
ticle in an author still more res- 
pectable, I mean St. Peter, who says, 
Baplisin doth also now save us, nol 
the pulling away of. the filth of the 
flesh, bul the answer of « good con- 
science lowards God. J Peter iii. 
21. that is the answer which was 
given by the catechumen before his 
baptism.” In a word, it is very evi- 
dent from the earliest christian wri- 
ters, that responses were always re: 
quired by those who were baptized : 
that, generally speaking, they were 
very similar to those which ow 
church now requires ; and that, 1 
case of infant baptism, these answers 
were made by sponsors. 

Under the old dispensation, ana 
still undey the christian, the churc', 
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is the surety for children taken into 
her pale. * The church, as the 
Lord’s body, takes them in her arms 
recieves them into her nurture ; and 
they are placed under her guardian- 
ship and care. But it is requisite, 
and, in the nature of the thing, high- 
ly expedient, that some person or 
persons should particularly be ap- 


pointed to superintend the religious. 


education of each child baptized. 
The Jews required, as in circumcis- 
jon, so in baptism, (which also they 
administered to children,) that for an 
infant proselyte, either his father or 
else the consistory or church of the 
place, or at least three grave persons 
should answer, or undertake in the 
child’s name. Christians also have 
always required, at least, one spon- 
sor. The parenis, if suitable per- 
sons, have generally been preferred, 
jut in case the parents were dead, 
or not christians, or were otherwise 
disqualified, other suitable persons 
have performed this charitable office. 
And the churchisbound to extend 
this parental care to every child 
within her reach ; not to orphans 
only, but in some cases to unbeliev- 
ers, where itcan with propriety be 
done, and without infringing the pa- 
rent’s right. In the gospel covenant 
which was made with Abraham, all 
the children of whom the Israelites 
had the care, not more “ he that 
was born in their houses,’ than he 


» who was “ bought with money of 
any stranger who was. not of their 
| seed,” was to be circumcised. Gen. 


xvil. 12. No children for the sins 


§ oftheir parents should be excluded 
| from the privileges of God’s people : 


though unhappily there are some 


)) parents to whom the church cannot, 
) without imprudence, commit the re- 


legious care of baptized children. 
St. Augustine (ad Bonifacium ) says, 
that “ infants are offered (in Bap- 
tism) for the receiving of the spirit- 
yal grace, not so much by those in 
whose hands they are brought, though 


| ty those too if they are good faithful 





christians, as by the whole congrega- 
tion of saints and faithful men. For 
they are rightly said to be offered by 
all those whose desire it is that they 
should be offered, and by whose holy 
and united charity they are assisted 
towards the communication of the 
Holy Spirit. So that the whole 
church of the saints does this office 
asamother.” They are offered, he 
adds, not by parents only, but by 
any other persons—by any that can 
afford to show them this compassion. 
Neither did the baptism depend on 
the holiness, or right faith, or inten- 
tion of those who brought the child. 
It was supposed to be done by the 
order, and at the desire of the church, 
and particularly of those who assis- 
ted with their prayers at the office.””* 
‘These sponsors are sometimes cal- 
led surelies, and sometimes wilness- 
es: but the most ancient, the most 
expressive, and therefore the most 
proper appellation, is that of godfa- 
thers. ‘They are parents to child- 
ren in what concerns their duty to 
God—their best interest—their spir- 
itual life. As he that showed mer- 
cy on the man who fel] among thieves 
thougha stranger was truly his neigh- 
hour ; so inthe eye of faith, and in 
what concerns religion, they are fa- 
thers and mothers, though of no 
worldly kindred, who bring infants 
to Christ, bring them up in his nur- 
ture, and are instrumental in ma- 
king them the sons of God, and joint 
heirs with their Savior, of an ever- 
lasting inheritance. Godfather or 
godmother is a name, which, if con- 
sidered in its true import, must awa- 
ken in the sponsor’s breast a deep 
interest and pious concern for the 
god child; and when such child 
comes to years of understanding, he 
must, unless devoid of pious sensi- 
bility, reciprocate the kindness with 
grateful afiection. For Christ’s sake 
we spiritually leave father and moth- 
er; we form new relations; we oi 


* See Wall, p.i.c. 15. 
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his church are one body, one family, 
and members one of anether. In- 
fants lie at the door of the church, 
like the impotent man at the pool of 
Bethesda. Though the angel is sent 
to move the waters : ; though Christ’s 
messenger preaches deliverance to 
the maimed, and halt, and blind, in- 
viting all to partake freely of the wa- 
ters of life ; yet infants cannot par- 
take of these mercies except some 


man pul theminio the pool. And 


is not he a father in God,—is not he 
a friend indeed, who conscientiously 
performs for them this charitable of- 
fice ? who does all that man can do 
to give them a new birth of water 
and of the Spirit ? 

“ "That God alloweth this’ charita- 
ble work, in bringing infants to his 
holy baptism ;” that the provision, 
respecting sponsors, is a wise insti- 
tution, and when faithfally perform- 
ed, of incalculable benefit, is suffi- 
ciently evident. The main difficul- 
ty is in understanding in what sense 


the godfather can say, in the name of 


achild,that he renounces sin, be- 
lieves in God, and will keep his 
comiandme nts ? ? It was not three 
hundred years after the apostles, 
when a Bishop named Boniface, pro- 
posed this same difficulty to another 
bishop, the celebrated Augustine, 
desiring him to answer it, not by 


saying that such was the custom of 


ihe church which every body knew ; 
but to explain the matter—to give a 
reason for this practice. Augustine 
instified itonthe ground that bap- 
tism, which the child received, is the 
sacrament of faith, representing the 
thing signified ; and that the child, 
in receiving it, became a believer by 
covenant. Itis not necessary now 
to state, or to examine his reasoning 
on the subjeet: both the question 
and the answer show, that the objec- 
tions to this practice were then un- 
derstood, and seriously considered ; 
and that no one doubted that the 
practice generally obtained. Some 
have thought, and still think, that 


the sponsors are brought into peril 
by such engagement, as promising 
whst cannot be known, and may ney. 
er be performed. The same cbjec. 
tion was suggested by Tertullian, 
who though possessed of emine ut 
talents, had some erroneous notions 
respecting sins committed after bap- 
tism.” He advised that neither chil 
dren or any young people should be 
baptized:—that the sacrament should 
be deferred till they were married, or 
were so far advanced in age that they 
would not be likely to fall into sin, 
His remarks on the subject prove, as 
has been observed, that baptizing 


children, and engaging for them as @ 


we now do, was the general practice 
ofthe church, within one omer 
years of the apostles’ days. 

Well may we suppose that a prac- 
tice, so early and so general, was 


not begun, and has not been contin- J 


ued, without good reasons, founded 
on the nature of the christian cove- 
nant, and the usage of the apostles. 


The view which we have taken of 9 


the subject will assist in understand- 
ing these reasons, and show whiy 


such responses are and ought to be 
made. Ifthe covenant in baptism @ 
be the same, when no responses are (0y 
made; and the responses are not 9 


absolutely essential to a valid ad- 
ministration of the ordinance, which 
we admit ; some may suppose they 


must at least be unnecessary, and 
ought, for the removing of all scru- 
ples, to be omitted. But we must Re 


also admit that the prayers and 


thanksgivings, which accompany I 


baptism, are not essential to its vali- 


dity. Christ did not command us 


to pray on the occasion ; but simply 
to baptize in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghost. It does not follow as a just. 
inference that either the prayers o: (9 : 
the responses are without use, or 99 
that they ought to be omitted. [1 1% 
has been shown that the sponsors Fy 


express audibly, and acknowledge, 
that covenant or obligation, whic! 
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py the will and authority of Almigh- 
ty God, is laid upon those who enter 
the church. Of course the answers 
must be useful for the instruction of 
the people, that they may know, and 
be often reminded of God’s mercies 
and theirown duty. We are very 
prone to neglect and forget these 
things, and it is no less necessary 
now, than it was in the apostles 
days. to teach christians again and 
“ again which be the first principles 
of the oracles of God.” ‘The con- 
gregation, by hearing those respon- 
ses, are most seriously put in mind, 
“ what a solemn yow, promise and 
profession éhey have made,” or must 
make and perform, if they would ob- 
tain an assurance of salvation in Je- 
sus Christ. We are thus continual- 
ly taught, and most solemnly remind- 
ed, that the blessings of baptism are 
not absolute, but conditional ; that 
God requires of his people repen- 
tance, faith and obedience; and 
that, if they would finally be saved, 
they must “lead the rest of their 
life accordingly.”” If baptism were 
administered and nothing said of its 
nature, it would have too much the 
appearance of an insignificant cere- 
mony. If its privileges only were 
rehearsed, without the conditions, 
the duties would be to little regard- 
ed.* To give the sacrament its 
most natural appearance, and to 
make the more strong and lively im- 
pression, the infants are represented 
as expressing, by their sponsors, that 
obligation which their Saviour makes 
binding upon their conscience ; 
“which promise,” therefore, and 
most justly, “ when they come to 
age, themselves are bound to per- 
form.” ‘To many, no doubt, the 
transaction appears «singular; but 


) the meaning is good, the work is 


charitable, and the practice both 
proper and useful. For besides the 
instruction by this means given gen- 


* See Secker on the Catechism, Lect. iv. 
And Wall, vol, i. p. 3153. 


On the use of Sponsors in Baptism. 207 


erally to all concerned, it is expected 
especially ef those who present the 
children to baptism, that they will 
look to their education ; and see thai 
they “are taught, so soon as they 
shall be able to learn,” what faith 
and obedience they owe to their God 
and Saviour. And what can be 
more likely to impress upon their 
minds a deep sense of this duty, 
than those answers which they are 
required to make in behalf of the 
children ? 

And whio can say, that in this 
transaction, any injury or injustice 
is done to the child? The act of 
the sponsor, indeed, without the 
child’s consent, is instrumental in 
laying him under the obligation of 
God’s covenant. And it was exact- 
ly the same under the old dispensa- 
tion, and by the express and positive 
command of God. Aud is the Lord 
unjust? Is it harder to obey the 
gospel, than the law which was giv- 
en by Moses ? Is the yoke of Christ 
less easy, than that “ yoke whic 
neither we nor our fathers were 
able to bear? We have seen that 
itis God’s will that children should 
enter his covenant ; and this is proof 
suflicient that the thing is just and 
good. But we know further that 
God is good and merciful: he re- 
quires of us a reasonable service > 
and obedience to his government is 
the most perfect freedom. His laws 
are given, not only for his own glory, 
but for our benefit. It is certain 
that baptizing a child does him no 
harm ; it debars him from no right ; 
it subjects him to no manner of in- 
convenience. It confers upon him 
blessings only, and binds him but te 
his own best good. This reason for 
bringing children into covenant witl 
God, was given, not only, as we 
have seen, by ancient Jewish writers, 
but also by the early christians, who, 
as they ought, acknowledged that 
great benefits were bestowed on bap- 
tized children. If children were 
left, as too many are left, unbaptized, 
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still they are bound, at the peril of 


everlasting perdition, to believe, and 
to do, all those things, which in bap- 
tism they engage todo. What pro- 
mise is there of life and salvation, 
but to those who believe and are 
baptized, and devote themselves to 
the service of God? Who that lives 
ina christian land is not bound to 
live as a christian? Who, without 
hazard to his immortal soul, can 
‘neglect so great salvation?” ‘There 
is no engagement, in the baptismal 
covenant, in behalf of a child, which 
he is not bound, in duty to God, and 
regard to his eternal welfare, as soon 
ashe is capable of understanding 
his duty, to perform. 

Some will say, and none can deny, 
that this is what each one must do 
for himself. And does it follow that 
there is nothing which we must do 
for each other? Is there no com- 
munion of saints? Are we not 


bound te promote the salvation of 


others by all possible means? The 
wisdom which is from above teach- 
es us, to “train up achild in the 
way that he should go, and” de- 
clares, that ** when he is old, he will 
not depart from it.” And the most 
decided experience has shown, that 
no means of establishing men in the 
faich and fear of God are more effec- 
tual, than bringing them up from 
childhood in his nurture and admo- 
nition. And to say that this should 
be neglected with a view to leaving 
them free to seek God for themselves, 
is toreject the wisdom of experience ; 
it is pretending to be wiser than 
God; and on the same principle we 
may neglect to preach to men, or to 
pray for them, or to exhort one an- 
other. Ifit isour duty to use any 
means to save others, it is our duty 
to use all means which God has put 
in our power, and which he is pleas- 
ed to bless to that happy effect.— 
When we preach to men, or exhort 
them, it is often without their con- 
sent: they dislike our admonitions, 


and are displeased at hearing the 
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doctrines of Christ. We compe} 
our children to learn and to do many 
things of a temporal nature from 
which they are averse : but we are 
wise, and do our duty to them, in 
such compulsion, because we have 
reason to believe it wil! be for their 
benefit. But what God requires as 
necessary to their salvation, is cer- 
tainly, and without question, for their 
benefit. When you pray for you 
children, you hope to obtain for them 
blessings ; is this the less just and 
beneficial, because the good is ob- 
tained without their agency or con- 
sent? In baptizing children we be- 
gina work which must be done, be- 
fore they can have an assurance ol 
eternal blessedness.—The church in 
‘‘this charitable work,” does for 
them the best, and all that man can 
do, to train them up in the way they 
should go; to obtain for them God’s 
grace and heavenly benediction ; and 
to prepare them for heaven and a 
blessed immortality. 

When the child comes to age and 
maturity of understanding, he is at 
liberty —he has the full natural pow- 
er, should such be his foolish choice 
—to reject the Saviour, and des- 
pise his mercies. But should he, 
as charity, which “ believeth all 
things,” must hope that he will do, 
continue to walk in the right way, 
his acknowledging and ratifying the 
baptismal covenant, especially when 
it is officially done, in the solemn 
rite of confirmation, must be equally 
the same, as to all benefits and reli- 
gious purposes, as if the promises 
were first made by his own lips. Ii 
happens, we have reason to fear, not 
untrequently, that adult persons are 
baptized, when, like Simon the sor- 


cerer, they have nat true faith. Uf 


afterwards, as St. Peter exhorted 
him, they repent. and become true 
converts, they are not to be rebapt- 
zed ; no denomination of christians, 
it is believed, would in such case do 
it. ‘he seal of the covenant, whes 
administeyed by one commissioned 
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from Ged, is on his part good. He 
«ives us this present life to perform 
what, on our part, is required. 

Should it be urged against bring- 
ing children into God’s covenant, 
that their sins committed afterwards 
will be more sinful ; the correctness 
of the position, except in a qualified 
sense, may be questioned. And it 
may more justly on the other side be 
urged, that they who are regularly 
baptized are, through God’s blessing 
upon his own ordinance, less likely 
to sin. 

But allow to this objection its full 
force ; and if it proves any thing, it 
proves too much. Weare accoun- 
table to God for all the talents, and 
for every biessing that we receive. 
If you labour to accumulate wealth, 
and to leave your sona rich inheri- 
itance, you thereby increase his re- 
sponsibility ; and should he abuse 
his wealth, which there is danger that 
he will do, he is more guilty. The 
same may be said of learning, and of 
every advantage bestowed. And do 
men therefore—do any christians, or 
ought they, on this ground, to waste 
riches, or to bequeath their estates to 
strangers, or to their enemies, rather 
than to their children? Any man 
who sins in a christian land is more 
guilty, than if he did the same thing 
“ijonorantly, inunbelief.” But who 
would infer from this a preference for 
the savage state? Every Sunday 
that passes by—every sermon that 
you hear—every religious privilege 
which you possess—will but add to 
your condemnation, if these mercies 
are abused. But still, and not the 
less, should we desire and be thank- 
ful for these privileges. On the 
principle of this objection, ministers 
of Christ ought not to preach the 
gospel ; “ for it is better for men not 
to know the way of righteousness, 
than to turn,” which they very much 
do, “from the holy commandment 
delivered unto them.” As in tem- 
poral things, so in religious concerns, 
we must, with faith and diligence, 
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use all means for doing and obtain- 
ing every good ; hoping and trusting 
that God, according to his word and 
promise, will give his blessing. 
Some object,—for objections to 
religion are generally more agreea- 
ble to our natural hearts than obedi- 
ence,—some object to bringing their 
children into the christian covenant, 
that it will tend to prejudice their 
minds, or prepossess their judgments, 
respecting religion; that their minds 
should be left free and disengaged, 
till their judgment is matured, and 
they can without any bias choose for 
themselves. This objection is sim- 
ilar to the preceding, and the an- 
swer may be similar. This reason 
applies with equal force, and by 
some, no doubt, is intended to be 
applied, to all instruction of children 
in the doctrines and principles of re- 
ligion. From parents and teachers, 
children receive their faith, no less 
than their baptism. And if they 
ought not to enter into covenant with 
God, because, after they come to 
man’s estate, it may induce them to 
continne their religious profession, 
contrary to their better judgment ; 
for the same reason we must not 
teach them the scriptures, nor any 
religious creed. Leave them wholly 
free in these things, and they may 
prefer paganism, or the faith of Ma- 
homet ; or, what is most probable, 
will be deists in profession, and 
in practice, atheists. Would you 
admit such reasoning in temporal 
things? Are you not desirous that 
your children should imbibe those 
moral or political principles, which 
in your judgment will best prontote 
their honour and happiness? Why 
are you at such pains to inure them 
to habits of study, or labour, or fru- 
gality? Leave them to their own 
freedom, and it is ten to one that 
they will prefer idleness and dissipa- 
tion. You know this well, and - it 
makes you the more anxious to give 
them wholesome instruction. They 
who believe not in Jesus Christ, or 
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think his religion of little importance, 
of course will have very little con- 
cern that their children should be 
christians. But the pious believer, 
who considers what man is, and 
what God has taught, must, we may 
suppose, be convinced that his child’s 
moral and religious character, not 
less than his prosperity and fortane 
in this present world, very much 
depend on his education. 

If we do teach religion to chil- 
dren, it must in the nature of the 
thing, be according to some system, 
manner and form ; it will be ordina- 
rily, and it ought to be, that which, 
after due examination, we conscien- 
tiously believe to be according to the 
word and will of God. It is for us 
to do our duty to our children: to do 
every thing in our power, (while we 
are wiser, and they dependent,) to 
make them good in this world, and 
happy for ever. You who believe 
that the spiritual “life which we 
now live?’ and which only we can 
live, ** is a life of faith in the Son of 
God;” that * you are not your own, 
but are bought with a price,” no less 
than the “ precious blood of Jesus 
Christ ;” that God’s covenant in 
him is the only life and hope of the 
world ; and that it is God’s will that 
we should be instruments of each 
others’ salvation ; you who believe 
this, must be sensible that it is not a 
matter of choice merely, or of expe- 
diency, or of opinion, whether we 
will be of any religion, or of no reli- 
gion. You, who are believers, know 
that God now calls all men every 
where to repent ; that no name is 
given under heaven but that of Jesus 
Christ, whereby men can be saved. 
You know that his gospel is to be 
preached to every creature; that 
the faithful must do all in their pow- 
er to make disciples of all, baptizing 
them in those three sacred names on 
which. their salvation wholly de- 
pends. You are fully persuaded 
that none can neglect this great, this 
free and glorious salvation, but at 
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the awful peril of their immortal wel. 
fare. You know that God requires 
of christians, what he so much com. 
mended in the father of the faithful, 
and the want of which he so severe- 
ly punished in the otherwise good 
Eli,-that they should command their 
children and their household vit 
they shall keep the way of the Lord. 

There is indeed a plausibility in 
what is so much said, of leaving 
young people to search the scriptures 
for themselves, and to form their own 
creed from the bible. That every 
young person, with right motives, 
and a good heart, would do this, is 
devoutly to be desired. But does it 
follow that they need no instructor, 
to awaken their attention to the gos- 
pel of salvation, and guide them into 
the knowledge of its truth P The 
scriptures themselves suppose, ani 
they require, that we should teach 


them to each other; especially par- | 


ents to children. They are indeci 
the standard of truth; they are the 
gold in a mine inexhaustible: but 


has every child skill, by natural in- Bi 
stinct, to extract the pure metal from 


the dross of various difficulties and 
false interpretations ? Are men by 
natvre inclined to search diligently 
and receive cordially the doctrines of 


eternal life? There is nothing which § 
the scriptures themselves more clear- § 
ly teach, than that the heart, being B® 


corrupt, is by nature inclined to re- 

ject or pervert their sacred sense, 

There is danger, as at first, so in ev- 

ery age, that the unlearned and un- 

stable will wrest them to their own 
, om 

destruction. ‘The wise and 


Being who has given them as the 


greatest blessing to mankind, has, ir 
the same wisdom and goodness, or- 


. P . yrs 
dained, that we shall teach and ex- RY 
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plain their sense to others. 


can { (understand what I read,) said | 


ihe Ethiopian nobleman excep! 


some man should guide me ?” 


To Se 
deny the scriptures to the people is 
a pernicious violation of what the 7 
scriptures teach; but the neglecting 
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to inculcate their true sense, is no 
Jess evil in its consequence. The 
Bereans were wise, who having 
heard the apostles preach, searched 
the scriptures for themselves ; and 
was he less wise, who, while read- 
ing in his chariot the prophet Isaiah, 
‘ desired Philip that he would come 
up and sit with him?” And sup- 
posing that youth were able without 
some one to guide them, to search 
and know the word of God, is there 

no danger of their neglecting this du- 
ty? Will they, witheut any to 
& command,” or to lead them, turn 
to God, and become wise unto salva- 
tion? As well may you expect 
them to become good scholars good 
artificers, or good men, without di- 
recting and controlling their studies, 
their labours, or their morals, as that 
they will be good christians without 
instruction and care. An evil heart 
of unbelief is continually inclining us 
to depart from the living God. kk 
was froma perte ct knowledge of our 
perverse and evil hearts, and our 


proneness to depart from kis laws, 


that he said, * Thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sit- 
test in thine house, and when thou 
valkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And thou shalt bind them for a sign 
upon thine hand, and they shall be 
us frontlets between thine eyes.” 

“ Tt is not unfrequently objected 
to our baptismal office particularly, 
that it requires answers which are 

t true in point of fact, and promis- 
es, which the sponser cannot per- 


form. To obviate all objections of 


this nature, nothing is necessary but 
a careful attention io the office itself. 
What is there in this transaction at 
variance with truth ? The spensor, 
mn the child’s name, renournces what 
is sinful; acknowledges a belief in 
Christ ; ‘desires to be baptized in 
that faith: : and promises, by divine 
aid, to keep God’s commandments. 
if ‘e sincerely, and with intention 
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to fulfil it, promised this ‘in ‘his own 
name, it would not be false, even 
though he should not faithfully per- 
form the covenant. But the whole 
engagement is made in the name of 
the child, and uothing more or less 
is required er intended. The spon- 
sor expresses audibly that engage- 
ment which baptism lays upon the 
infant: and for reasons already give 
en. Before the questions are put, 
the minister explicitly states the na- 
tere of the engagement required. 

* After this promise made by Christ, 
this infant must also faithfully, for 
hi. part, promise, by you that are 
his sureties, until he come of age to 
take itupon himself.” The ques- 
tion perfectly accords with the same 
sense and intention: “ Dost thou, 
in the name of this child ;” as does 
also the address to the sponsors : 
“ Forasmuch as this child hath pro- 
mised by you, his sureties.” They 
act as agents for another, in the per- 
formance of a “ charitable work ;” 
and what they engage is not for 
themselves ; but for the child only. 
This is further and fully confirmed 
in the catechism and office for coufir- 
mation. Certainly then the transac- 
tion is strictly true; they do exactly 
what they profess te do ;—they en- 
gage in the child’s name. Suppose 
aman, engaged as an attorney, should 
sign a bond for another ; there i is no 
falsehood, and need be no misunder- 
standing in the engagement; how 
far it is obligatory, and whether or 
not it is afterwards performed, are 
other questions. 

Equally unfounded is the other 
part of the objection—that the spon- 
sors promise what they cannot per- 
Jorm ; for they promise to perform 
nothing either possible or impossi- 
ble ;—not even that they will teach 
the child religion, or bring him up 
in the faith and fear of God. But it 
is highly necessary that this should 
by some one or more be done: in 
the nature of the thing it is most pro- 


per, and it is generally expected, 
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that they, who present the child to 
baptism, should see to the perform- 
ance of this most essential duty. 
And accordingly the church, as_ she 
ought, enjoins it upon them; “ it is 
your parts and duties to see that this 
infant be taught, so soon as he shall 
be able to learn, what a solemn vow, 
promise and profession he hath here 
made, by you.” And they are di- 
rected what particularly to teach, 
and how to discharge the duty. 
This is no part of their verbal en- 
gagement, but in the reason of the 
thing, as also from the authority of 
the church, and the general under- 
standing of christians, it justly rests 
upon them, and would so rest, though 
no responses were made. 

What just ground, then, is there 
for scruples in making these respon- 
ses? The chief danger i is that of ma- 
king them in prac tice a mere form 
and ceremony, neglecting to do and 
perform “ according to this begin- 
ning.”” The commencement is good ; 
it is according to revealed truth and 
christian charity ; and the e perform- 
ance of * your part” is no more im- 
posstble or difficult than other reli- 
gious duties. “If there be first a 
willing mind,” the yoke will be easy, 
and the burden light. The respon- 
ses, we have seen, may be made in 
truth, and with a good conscience. 
Suppose you say nothing at the bap- 
tism of your children, would they 
not still be bound to believe in God, 
and to serve him, and you to bring 
them up in the Lord’s nurture and 
admonition ? To whom else can the 
church so reasonably, or with so 
much confidence, commit the reli- 
gious care of the infants received into 
her bosom, as to those whose pious 
regard for the same infants has 
brought them to Christ ? as to those 
who, in spiritual things have become 
their parents P Though you do not 


verbally promise to do this, can you 
reasonably deny that “ it is your 
parts and duties ?” 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Reflections on the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper. 


No Ill. 


Tre Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per has received both in the Scrip- 
tures and in the writings of the an- 
cient fathers, several diflerent names, 
in general derived from something 
connected with the institution, and 
expressing in part its nature and 
character. The consideration of 
these names, [ presume, will not be 
uninteresting, or unprofitable, and 
it may help many a humble christian 
to understand the nature of this sa- 
crament, and to view it in a more 
practical light. 

The names which it has received 
in the sacred writings, are the follow- 
ing, * Breaking of Bread,” “ Com- 
munion” and * Lord’s Supper.” Be- 
sides these, in the early ages, it was 

called by the names, QOblation, Sa. 
crament, Eucharist, Sacrifice. Com 
memoralion, Memorial, Passover, 

and Mass. These I believe are the 
only appellations which it received 
in the ancient church ; and these ap- 
pellations are still in more or less 
frequent use. They are here arran- 
ged, as nearly as can be ascertained 
according to the, time in which each 
name was first appropriated to this 
sacrament. 

It is perhaps impossible to ascer- 
tain the dates with precision, and ot 
consequence, to arrange them in ex- 
act chronological order, nor is it ve- 
ry important, as their use and mean- 
ing are all that is necessary eithe 
for speculative or practical purpo- 
ses. 

The most ancient name, by which 
this sacred rite has been distinguish- 
ed,is that of Breaking of Bread. 
This name was in use as early as 
A.D. 33. It had its origin in what 
the disciples saw done at the solemni- 
ty of the institution. Our Lord 
ssaid to have taken bread and 
having given thanks he bras 
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it. Hence, the whole act was term- 
ed the breaking of bread. The first 
certain use of this appellation, is in 
Acts, 2d chap. 42d verse, where St. 
Luke, speaking of the disciples, 
says, They continued steadfastly in 
the apostles doctrine and fellowship 
andin breaking of bread. In the 
46th verse of this chapter, the disci- 
ples are again mentioned as continu 


ing in breaking bread from house 


fo house, or rather in a house set 
apart for holy purposes. And in 
the 20th chapter, 7th verse, they 
are mentioned as coming together on 
the first day of the week to break 
bread. ‘These texts have been gen- 


S erally interpreted of the Holy Euch- 


arist, and in confirmation of this in- 
terpretation, it may be remarked, 
that the Syriac version which is of 
reat antiquity, renders the original 


§ breaking of the Eucharist. ‘This un- 


doubtedly was a common name for 
this sacred rite during the apostolic 
age, but L think,” says Dr. Clarke, 


'“ it was always used with peculiar 


Femphasis, break ing, of the bread, or 


breaking ofthat bread.” St. Igna- 
tius makes use of this appellative in 
his epistle to the Ephesians, chap. 20, 
page 19, when speaking of the Eu- 


De charist, he terms it, “ breaking thal 
9 >] b 


one bread which is the medicine of 
immortality, and the medicament 


jwhich expels all evil.” This name 


soon gave place to other terms by 
which the nature and design of the 


institution were more forcibly ex- 
‘pressed and more clearly 


under- 
stood. “ It,is evident however, that a 


) principal design of this name was to 


point out that unity and fellowship, 
which these primitive disciples had 
imong themselves, the highest proof 


}of which, in those eastern countries, 
) was their frequently breaking bread, 


iv eating with each other.” 

Whoever considers the words of 
he institution, will be satisfied, I 
think, that the common practice of 
bread, designed for 
‘ne celebration of the Holy Eucha- 
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rist, is erroneous. The breaking of 
the bread, is in my view, a signifi- 
cant part of this solemu ordinance, 
and one which ought not to be dis- 
pensed with. ‘The act of breaking the 
bread was designed by our Lord to 
shadow forth the wounding, piercing 
and breaking of his body upon the 
cross. On this account, it is of no 
inconsiderable importance, that the 
circumstance of breaking the bread 
should be observed, “ that the de- 
vout communicant may have every 
assistance to enable him to discern 
the Lord’s body while engaged in 
this most important and divine of all 
God’s ordinances.” 

On this subject, Dr. Whitby, in 
his commentary on the New Testa- 
ment, remarks, “ that the breaking 
of bread, was made a necessary part 
of this rite, is evident, first, by the 
continual mention of it by St. Paul 
and all the evangelists, when they 
speak of the institution of this sacra- 
ment, which shews it to be a neces- 
sary part of it. Secondly, Christ 
says, “take, eat, this is my body bro- 
ken for you.’ But when the ele- 
ments are not broken it can no more 
be said, this is my body broken for 
you, than when the elements are 
not given. ‘Thirdly, our Lord said, 
do this in remembrance of me ; eat 
this bread in remembrance of my bo- 
dy broken on the cross. Now where 
no bread broken is distributed, there 
nothing can be eaten in memorial of 
his broken body. Lastly, the apos- 
tle by saying “ the bread which we 
brake, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ” sufficiently informs 
us that the eating of his body broken 
is necessary to that end. Hence it 
was, that this act of distributing bread 
broken continued for many years, to 
be observed with great strictness. 

The name of communion has 
been in use since the year A. D. 57. 
It is mentioned by St. Paul in his 
illustration of this sacrament, 1. Cor. 
X. 16. “ The cup of blessing 
which we bless, is it not the com- 
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does not appear to have been the de- 
sign of the apostle in this place to de- 
signate the Lord’s Supper by the 
name communion, but to illustrate 
its nature and effect, “ Paul does not 
call the supper of our Lord commun- 
ton, as by its proper name ; but ex- 


pressing the ferce and efficacy of 
this sacrament, adescribes i to be 


tie communion, or participation of 
the body of Christ. Casaubon Ex- 
ercit 16.” 

‘The name however originated 
from its use in this place, though it 
was not generally adopted until the 
third, or fourth century. In the acts 
of the councils of Eivira A. D. 305, 
of Arles, and Ancyra 315 and ot 
Nice $25, it was frequently used. 
About the middle of the fourth cen- 
tury, Hilary called it sometimes dhe 
sacrament of the Holy Communion, 

the of 
fhe everlasting sacrament. And St, 
B, long afterward 


and sometimes conumunion 


rasil. who wrote not 
ealis itdhe communion of the good 
) i? vood, 
his Thesaurus all 


fine or soverer: Suicer, 


ne testimonies on this subject, ob- 
rves that the Ori inal term ie tile 
communion or participation, mn re- 
rence to the Lord’s suppe r. for the 
ilowine reasons qu ited by Doct i" 
Waterland, Chap. Ist, page 28. Ist 
by this 
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rrafted in the incarnated Son andl 
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and God with them.’? Discourse 
ave 77 ‘ 
The name of Communion express- 
, in a sense, the effect which is pro- 
ai by a ih vout reception of the 
Holy E ucharist. The consecrated 
bread bei ing distributed among all 


Be the communicants, and also the cup 


of blessing, therefore the bread thus 
received may be said to be the com- 
munion, or communication of the 
body of Christ, as being the commu- 
nication of the bread which is made 
the symbol of his body broken, and 
the cup of which they drink, mzy be 


B styled the communication of the 


b looe 1 of Christ, as bein othe cominu 
nication of that wine which is made 
asvmbol of his bloodshed. ‘This 
scems to be implied in the following 
words “ for we being many are one 
bread and one body,” and_ by par- 
Staking of this one bread, we own 
> ourselves to be members of that one 
body, of which Christ is the head ; 
“for we are all partakers of that one 
bread,” and thereby own ourselves 
to have communion with the Lord 
Jesus, and with the whole society of 
Christians. 

Communion with Christ—eom- 
munion in the benefits of his passion 
and death—-communion.= with our 
christian brethren—communion with 
heaven—the participation of the 
Lord’s supper, is an act so solemn, 
that it should be approached with 
reverence and gratitude for the mer- 
cies of redeeming love, with the live- 
liestemotions of interest, and with 
dispositions kindly affectioned to- 
wards our brethren. Communica- 
ting in the same privileges and_ bles- 
sings, represented to us by the same 
symbols, we are reminded to whom 
we owe the homage of our whole 
ere of the relation in which our 

ellow christians stand to each of us, 
pr the necessity of being always ac- 
tuated by a spirit of “charity and 
brotherly kindness, and what is more 
of being joint heirs with Christ in 


the same glorious inheritance i¥ 
heaven. ’ 

This sacrament received the ap- 
pellation of the Leord’s supper, at 
least asearly as A. D. 57. The 
only instance of its use in the serip- 
tures (and on the ground of which 
I have set it down as one of the 
scripture names) is Ist Cor. xi. 20. 
where the ap: ste on s of those, 
whose conduct seemed to evince that 
they came together, at the stated 
times for receiving the Eucharist, 
without those views and feelings 
which were necessary to qualify 
them “ to eat the Lerd’s Supper r? 
This I know has been interpreted 
both by ancient and modern divines 
as applying rather to the love feasts 
which were observed for some timé¢ 
among the first christians, in| imita~ 
tion of our Lord’s lest supper, than 
to the Eucharist. They were both 
celebrated at the same meeting, and 
were, as Dr. Waterland has observ- 
ed, parts of the same solemnity ; but 
the love feast was net a constituent 
part of the Holy Communion, nor 
was it appointed, by our blessed Lord, 
The disorders, which St. Paul speaks 
of in the first Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, sprung from the love feasts, 
and it was on this account that they 
were early abolished. And it is 
much to be regretted that a practice 
productive of so much mischief in 
the apostles time, and so early abol- 
ished by the judgment of the first 
christians, should have been revived 
within the last century. A return 
to this practice may be regarded as 
an act of presumption in those by 
whose influence it was accomplished, 
and the continuance of it as a marl 
of enthusiasm, and of disregard to 
the experience and judgment of for- 
mer ages.—f know not that anv 
serious evils have resulied from its 
revival, but it is liable to terminate 
in the same mischievous disorders 
which disturbed the peace and pros 
perity of the ancient Coriuthias 





LR AAA MT RENE I NES NO RE TON SE NR aI OE PONE SRR 











216 


Church, and the revival of it there- 
fore must be condemned by sober 
and enlightened Christians. 

The name Lord’s Supper was not 
in general use to designate the Eu- 
charist, until some time in the fourth 
century. But it does not seem to 
have been specifically appropriated 
solely to the Eucharist until since 
the Reformation. All the ancient 
writers use it most frequently to de- 
signate the supper previous to the 
Eucharist, either our Lord’s pas- 
chal supper, or the supper kept in 
imitation of it. 

Though this name is now a pretty 
general appelative of the Eucharist, 
yet it does not seem to be sufliciently 
significant, and it appears never to 
have been in so general use, and to 
have had such definiie ideas attach- 
ed to it in former ages, as some oth- 
er names. 

But by whatever name this sacra- 
ment be designated, it presents itself 
to the mind of the Christian as an in- 
stitution which he may not approach 
without a proper reverence, and the 
most careful preparation—rever- 
ence, lest he profane the Lord’s 
body and blood ; and preparation, 
lest he should partake unworthily, 
and consequently be deprived of its 
benefits, and fall under the displeas- 
ure of the Alinighty. B. R. 
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For the Churchman's Magazine. 


An abstract of the proceedings of 
the Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the slate of 
Virginia, assembled at Norfolk, 
May 17th, 1821. 


Tars Convention was attended 
by the greater part of the Clergy of 
the diocess, and about thirty lay 
delegates. After the appointment 
of committees, on the Episcopal 
fund—on the accounts of the ‘Treas- 
urer of the Convention-—on the 
state of the Church—on the ac 
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counts of the Treasurer of the Con. 
mon Prayer Book and Tract Socie. 
ty—and on the fund for the relief oj 
the widows and orphans of clergy. 
men, and the transaction of some 
other business of a local nature, the 
Convention adjourned to the 18th, 
The committee on the Treasurer's 
accounts reported, the receipts for 
the year ending May 17th, 1821, t 
have been $1,600 18, and the cur. 
rent expenses of the Convention for 
the same period, 
paid Bishop More, and eight depy. 
lies to the General Convention, to 
have been $1,438 94, leaving in the 
treasury a balance of ¢ 161 24. 
The Committee on the Episcopai 
fund, reported several resolutions, 
and an address on the subject. The 


fund for the support of the Episco-{ 


pate is yet very inconsiderable ; but 
both the clergy and laity of Vi irginia, 
seem to be duly impressed, with the 


importance and necessity of making 


an united and vigorous effort, to ob- 
tain an adequate fund. And _ there 
is but little doubt, that an object so 
desirable, if pursued with the zeal 
with which it has been undertaken, 
will be soon accomplished. 

Were this desirable object to be 
accomplished, the committee re- 


mark, ** the waste places and deso- J 
lations of Zion would be repaired, | 


and our decayed churches would be 
rebuilt, and rendered once more vo- 
cal with praise. Let it 
gotten, that all the means and _insti- 
tutions of religion, are calculated 
and intended to improye our hearts, 


to purify our affections, to place | 


them on heavenly things, and to sub- 
due all the evil propensities of a de- 
praved nature. ‘The Convention, 
under a full sense of their relation to 
the church, and of their own awful 
responsibility as to the manner they 

discharge the solemn duties of their 
station, are constrained to remind 
their friends and brethren, that every 
relation in which we stand to God, 
ty ourselves, to our dear families and 
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friends, and to society, demands 
from us all a fervent zeal ‘aad active 
e(forts to restore our church, endow- 
ed by public veneration, supported 
by the purity of her doctrines, the 
integrity and zeal of her ministers, 
and ‘the ‘christian toleration of all re- 
ligious classes, to her true character.” 

On the 19th the Committee on 

the fund for the relief of the widows 
and orphans of clergyman, re ported 
in substance as follows :—* that 
they were in possession of no docu- 
ments which would enabie them to 
state the actual amount of the fund, 
as the manner in which its proceeds 
are now applied :—that the amount 
constituting the fund, be placed in 
the hands of a Treasurer to be ap- 
pointed by this Convention :—That 
the direction and management of the 
fund be transfered to the standing 
committee of the Diocess ; that it be 
the duty of the Treasurer to present 
annually to the standing committee, 
a statement of the condition of the 
fund, which statement shall be re- 
ported with the proceedings of that 
Committee ; that it be the duty of 
the Treasurer to send by the stan- 
ding Committee to each Convention 
of this Diocess, the subscription 
books of the fund, for the purpose of 
obtaining new subscriptions to the 
same—and that at the meeting of 
every Convention of this Diocess, a 
Sermon be preached, and collection 
made for the benefit of this fund ; 
and that the Bishop do appoint the 
Clergyman who shall officiate on 
that occasion.” 

Provision for the relief of the des- 
titute widows and orphans of clergy- 
men, and for decayed clergymen, in 
our view, is an object of very great 
importance, and meastres ought to 
be taken in every Diocess, to secure 
a fund for that purpose.—So inade- 
quate is the stated income of a great- 
er part of the clergy, that there are 
few, who, at any period of their lives, 
can have any prospect, at their de- 
cease, of leaving their families even 
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comfortably supplied with the 
things of this world. Ample funds 
for the relief of their. families, after 
their departure, would prevent many 
anxious and gloomy hours, and ena- 
ble them to contemplate the uncer- 
tainty of life, without the painful re- 
flection, that their deaths must de- 
prive their wives and children of the 
comforts of life, and leave them de- 
peadent upon the cold charities of 
the world. We think it an auspi- 
cious circumstance, that the clergy 
of Connecticut are now engaged in 
maturing a plan for the accomplish- 
ment of this benevolent object. 

It appears trom the parochial re- 
ports, that the Churches generally 
throughout Virginia, are increasing 
in piety, zeal and numbers. The 
ecclesiastical state of this Diocess is 
more encouraging than at any for- 
mer period. Its present number of 
officiating Clergymen is thirty-three. 

It is with no small degree of re- 
gret, that we notice that “the mana- 
gers of the Prayer Book and Tract 
Society of Virginia, report to the 
Convention, “ that in consequence 
of the establishment of Auxiliary So- 
cieties throughout the Diocess, the 
funds of the parent institution have 
been so much abridged, as to paral- 
ize its efforts. Only a smal! amount 
of money was received during the 
last year. They were enabled how- 
ever, to purchase one hundred Pray- 
er Books, and to print three thou- 
sand Tracts, a part of which only 
have been distributed ; the rest re- 
main at the disposal of the Conven- 
tion. ‘The report concludes by sug- 
gesting for the consideration of the 
Convention, “whether it be better 
to dissolve the Society, or whether it 
be possible to incorporate with it, 
the subordinate societies, and thus to 
secure that harmony of sentiment 
and action, which is essential to the 
vigor and prosperity of such institu- 
tions. Several resolutions, designed 
to resuscitate, and perpetuate the 
existence of the institution, and to 
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extend its usefulness, were proposed, 
but we are sorry to add, the consi- 
deration of them was “indefinitely 
postponed. 

We express our regret at the pros- 
pects of this institution, because we 
are persuaded that such an institution 
in the hands of a zealous and judicious 
clergy, is, under God one of the most 
powe rful instruments, in dissemina- 
ting a knowledge of the church, and 
in promoting the course of. piety. 
Such au institution libera!ly patroni- 
zed, and ably conducted, will have 
great influence on the prospects of 
church in the diocess where it exists. 
And we cannot but expvess ~ our 
most earnest wishes, that the prayer 
book, and Tract Society of Virginia 
may receive such an extension of 
patronage, as will enable it to sustain 
this influence. 

The report of the committee on 
the state of the church, was on the 
subject of theological education, and 
“taking into consideration the defi- 
cient condition of the diocess. as res- 
pects the means of theological! instrue- 
tion, and the importance of retain- 
ing among themselves for education, 
those young men who may be dispo- 
fevote themselves to the sa- 
cred oflice of the ministry, the com- 
mittee recommend tothis Convention 
the establishment of a theological 
School in Williamsburg, it being un- 
derstood, that the college in inat 
place, have generous!y oilered to af- 
ford gratuitously, to all bona fida 
studenis of theology, a course of lec- 
tures for the support of such school.” 
Whey also “ recommended, that a 
Board of Trustees sliould be appoint- 
ed, and that said board enter into a 
correspondence with the standing 
committee of the Diocess of Mary- 
land, and North Carolina,-in order 
to ascertain whether the members of 
the Church in those states, are dis- 
posed to co-operate with them in this 
measure.” It is much to be regret- 
ted, that the recommendation of such 
a correspondence should have récei- 


sed to 
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ved the sanction of the Convention, 
Whatever measures any particular 
diocess may feel itself authorised to 
take on the subject of theological ed. 
ucation, on the ground of the resolu. 
tion made by the house of Bishops, 
it most evidently clashes with the 
spirit of that resolution, to enter in- 
to negociations with other Diocesses, 
witha view of obtaining their co. 
operation, in the establishment of 
local institutions. 
eral Theological Seminary has not 
yet been in existence one year, such 
negociations are very uniair, and a 
manifest iaterference with the inter, 
ests of the general seminary, if not- 
in opposition to the acts of the Gen- 
eral Convention. It was unques- 
tionably the intention of the House 
of Bishops, that the efiect of their re- 
solution should be reciprocal. If so, 
it isobvious to remark, that this re- 
commendation of the Convention of 
Virginia, is inconsistent with that re- 
solution; And it is to be hoped, 


that the respectable gentleman of the & 
Board of Trustees, will discover this | 
inconsistency, before they shall have § 
opened the proposed correspondence § 
between the diocess of Maryland and By 


North Carolina. 

It ought to be observed, “ that the 
committee, in recommending thiese 
resolutions, think proper to declare, 
that they do not intend any opposi 


tion to the General Se minary estab- | 


lished by the General Convention. 
On the contrary, they 
sire to see the prosperity of an insti- 
tution so vitally connected with the 
of reputation and interest of our 
church. 

After the appointment of a_stand- 
ing committee and delegates to th 
General Convention, and directing 
the treasurer of the Convention to pa) 
each of the delegates $5, to defray 
their expenses, the Rt. Rey. Bishop 
More delivered his address, agreea- 
bly to the 40th canon of the Gener- 
al Convention, and then the conven 
tioned adjourned. 


And as the gen. | 
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The following is an abstract of the 


address :-— 
‘“ Brethren, 

Another year has revolved since 
we last assembled in convention, to 
i deliberate on the affairs of the church 
‘and to take sweet counsel together. 
SAnaccount of the discharge of our 


®<lerical duties since that period, has 


ibeen recorded in heaven ; may that 


Hyecord bear witness to our fidelity 


to God, and to our watchfulness over 


lour respective flocks. ‘The advan- 


ces of our communion have been 
such as tocall for our gratitude to 
heaven. The clerey continue to 


Snanifest their zeal in the cause of re- 


ligion, and their attachment to the 
principles of the church. ‘Their best 
fforts have been used in the dis- 
charge of their ministerial duties, 
nd there appears to exist among 
hem the strongest disposition to 
ulfil their sacred obligations. ‘To 
nake the least discrimination in the 
xpression of my confidence in their 
utegrity, would be painful to my 
eart, at a time in which I have rea- 
on to believe, that the utmost ener- 
ies of all have been exerted in pro- 
noting the prosperity of our Zion.” 

The sishop then remarks upon 
he inconveniences attendant—upon 


bis having the charge ofa parish, and 


is inability on that account to devote 
s much attention to the church 
hroughout his diocess as her interests 
em (o require, From this, he takes 
ccasion to uree on the consideration 
f the convention thegreat importance 
f;discharging the Bishop from paro- 
hial obligations, and the necessity 

Virgorous exertions to establish a 
hn adequate to the support of the 
piscopate. 

After this, follows a journal of his 
Hsitations in different parts of his di- 


Ocess,in all of which we notice but 
@he instance of a confirmation ; nor 


we find in the address an agere- 
hte ofthe number confirmed. ~Nor 


B the list of candidates for Holy Or- 


brs introduced, 


The following is the conclusion of 
the Bishop’s affectionate and interes- 
ting address :— 

* Thus brethren, have I endeav- 
ored to fulfill the important duties, 
entrusted to my care, and it is with 
pleasure, l inform you, that I dis- 
cover, in every district I visit, the 
strongest attachment to the church. 
In the northern neck of Virginia in 
particular, I observed such striking 
evidences of the affection of the pee- 
ple to the church of their Fathers. as 
have deeply affected my heart ; in 
that region oce a4 ing a space of one 
hundred miles, they have net one 
clergyman of the church to officiate 
regularly among them in their chur- 
ches. They appear to be an afiec- 
tionate people, and [have no ques- 
tion, would render the life of a virtu- 
ous clergyman happy, who should 
reside among them. 

Accept, my beloved brethren. ev- 
ery expression of my pastoral regard, 
and may the Lord be with you all. 


Report of the Sunday Schools of S!. 
John’s Church, Bridgeport, and 
Trinily Church, Fairfield. 


The number of scholars compos- 
ing both schools (which are now 
closed for the season) was about one 
hundred and twenty, and were under 
the direction of the Rector, the Rey. 
Mr. Shelton, who appointed two su- 
perintendents, whose business it was 
to class the scholars, according to 
their age and st: nding, not excee ding 
ten in a class 3 and for each class of 
females, a female instructress was 
assigned ; and foreach class of males, 
a male instructor. ‘The first class, 
in Bridgeport church, committed to 
memory the following subjects :— 
The Church Catechism, with the 
explanatory lessons, twenty-one in 


number, the thirty-nine articles of 
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Religion, the Biblical Questions, as 
collected by M‘Dowel, and most of 
the Collects, Epistles, and Gospels, 
with several chapters from the New- 
Testament ‘The first class, in Fair- 
field Church, learned the Catechism, 
&c. twenty-two Collects, twenty 
Epistles, iwenty Gospels, fifty-seven 
Hymns, seventeen Psalms, Jones's 
Catechism, eleven chapters, in Ray- 
ner’s Catechism, the thirty-nine Arti- 
cles of Religion, thirty-six chapters 
in the Bible, and thirty- -SIX answers 
to questions from Dr. Barrow’s Col- 


lection. The other classes le mand 
in proportion to their standing ; they 


were all instructed in the rubricks of 
the Church, how to find their lessons, 
and bear their parts in the perform- 
ance of the service. ‘lhe Report 
having been read by the Rector, in 
the audience of the congregation, 
after the service of the 
day and the children 
presenting themselves in front of the 
the following address 


immediately 


was closed, 
}* _ 
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Permit me 
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ered __ 
1 
here to make a few ob- 


lvantages te be 


cerived from Sunday Schools. You 

have heard, from the report, the 
ap: 

the children have made ; 


procress 
how much has been learnt in a little 
This shews us what may be 


here parent: are disposed to 


time. 


done, w 


eause their children to attend, and 
wv rat instructors are willing to afford 
their time and talents tor the benefit 


who are committed to their 
In order to make virtuous 
citizens, they must be 
instructed in youth, before the seeds 
of sin and bad examples have gained 


possession of their hearts. Children, 


of those 
ts ai 
eCnaree. 


and relioctous 


while young, are harmless and pos- 
which are to 
by the help of instrac- 
tors and good examples ; and where 
virtue is rendered visible >it attracts 
the eyes aud charms the minds of all 
beholders. What can afford a more 
beautiful sioht than an united combi- 
nation of children, all in their native 


sess amiable qualities, 


be matured 
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innocence and simplicity, advancing 
on together in ways of piety and vir. 
tue; and Jike a reeular well disci- 
plined army, with exact order and 
obedience, bearing their parts in the 
service of the Church, and perform. & 
ing all the duties of the Spiritual war. 
fare. 

Where education, order ard deco. 
rum are duly cultivated, there reli. 
gion flourishes ; and the youth will 
see how they were made met nbers 
of Christ, the children of God, and 
inheritors of the kingdom of Heaven: 
and how these heavenly privileges 
were secured to them, which t! ey 
learn by the catechetical instruction 
they receive in these Sund: Ly Schools: 
such go on to pertie ction, not laying 
avain tue foundation of re pentance 
from dead works, as thouch all that 
had been done by the gospel disper 
sation Was nothing, and we 
the same rude state as the unbapti- 
zed heathen. Where t 
ly and regular education, there are 
order and unanimity ; and due praise§ 
is given to God for means o! 
grace and the hope of glory. 


now in 


he re is an ear: 


the 
ry W here 
children have been thus benefitted in 
Sunday Schools, parents must fe 
under great obligations to the in * 
structors who have volunteered 
this laudable work, and the childr 
will have cause to call them blessed i 
for the privileces of which they haveliil 
put therm in posse ssion. And youl x 
whe have: been instructors will fee iim 
happy in refle a 
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And you my dear little christians, 
let_ me beseech you to cherish the 
spark of heavenly flame that is now 
kindling ia your bosoms, “ until you 
all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto perte ct persons, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness 
ef Christ.’ 

As the School is now to close for 
the season, let not the course of your 
studies be brought to a close. aiso ; 
but recapitulate what you have 
learnt ; study your bibles and cate- 
accustom yourselves to 
prayer ; commit your ways to the 
Lord,and remember your Creator in 
the days of your youth, and then 
you will crow up like tender plants 
in the house of our God, aud be as 
olive branches around your parents’ 
tables, to bless their eyes with pleas- 
ure, and their hearts with joy. And 
let me commend you my young 
friends to the charge of a kind Pro- 
vidence, who will take care of all 
those who put their trust in him.— 
Let not the good instructions you 
have received be lost by a neglect 
on your part, and never let it be 
wr heard, that you misimprove 
the privileges with which you have 
heen blessed, but may your conduct 
prove ornamental to society, a crown 
of rejoicing to your parents, and a 
never failing source of consolation 
to your own souls, is the hearty 
prayer of your spiritual Father in 
God, 
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Extract from the late Rev. Dr. Isaac 
Milner’s Sermons. 


“You are my witnesses, that, 
though, for many years past both the 
pulpit and the press have teemed 
with controversial discussions, res- 
pecting Calvanism and Calvanistic 
tenets, ye have never heard from me 
during a period of twenty years’ ex- 
perience, one gingle word on those 
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contentious and difficult subjects. 
The honest reason is, I have never 
yet seen cause to think that 1 could 
introduce those subjects into the pul- 
pit with profit to the one thing need- 
ful, the grand concern of the soul’s 
salvation. Nay, I go further than this, 
fam convinced that the giving of 
much time and thought to such sub- 


jects not only does no good, but is 


even injurious to the congregations in 
general. ‘They not only perplex 
and harrass the minds of persons in 
many instances, but tend also to 
draw the attention, in almost all in- 
stances, from considerations that are 
absolutely essential to a rise and pro- 
gress of true religion in the soul : 
and 1 will venture to affirm warwad 
ly, from the experience which ! have 
myself had of religious characters, 
that the more thoroughly aman is in 
earnesi in seeking the road to heaven, 
the less anxiety he will have about 
coutroversial disputes and conten- 
tions ; and, on the contrary (as might 
be expected,) the more he suffers his 
mind to dwell on the mysterious and 
intricate questions which such topics 
introduce, and the more embarrass- 
ed his mind becomes concerning their 
consequences, the less will he be dis- 
posed to attend to his own personal 
improvement in practical religion. 
Hence, incases w ~° the thoughts 
are greatly occupiea and hampered 
with Calvinistical difficulties, a thing 

that has often happened, the very 
best advice in the world is to aim at 
filling the mind with more profitable 
considerations. Cease to puzzle 
yourself concerning the foreknow}l- 
edge of God, and all the metaphysi- 
cal subtilties connected with the con- 
sideration of that wonderful attribute, 
and study your Bible according to its 
plain, simple, grammatical meaning ; 
and be only anxious to find in your- 
self, on a strict examination, those 
evidences which mark the character 
of a disciple of Christ; and if you 
are deficient in these, never rest till 
you find you are obtaining them. By 
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a little labour in this way of scriptural 
wisdom, you willdo more for your- 
self than by years of fruitless toil in 
ihe Calvinistic labyrinth. 

Moreover, brethren, a taste for 
dispute and controversy in religion, 
is the most mischievous thing in the 
world. ‘The acuter man defeats his 
adversary, acquires a little pervert- 
ed knowledge of the Bible, and he 
quotes passages for the purpose of 
viclory. Whether right or wrong 
in the part he espouses, his good 
temper is sure to suffer loss—he i 
disgusted if conquered, and he io 
comes proud and ostentatious if he 

gain the victory ; and at any rate 
he is apt to fancy that he has been 
studying religion. I have now first 
mentioned this subject after twenty 
years’ silence, and for the purpose of 
shewing you that the great stress in 
religion is not to be placed there. 
You may be either a warm Calvinist, 
or a warm Anti-Calvinist, and yet 
have no true religion in your frame. 
The doctrines of grace—the doc- 
trines of salvation by Jesus Christ 
our Lord—do not depend on nice 
theoretical speculations. But, mark 
me, my beloved brethren ! they do 
depend, they very much depend, on 
that important distinction which we 
have been fully considering this 
morning. ‘There must be faith; 
there must be works ; there must be 
penitence ; there must be a reslora- 
tion of the lost image of God ; and, 
jastly, the sanctified effect of a right- 
eous, godly, sober life, must follow 
this restoration—it cannot go before. 
Tt is my heart’s desire, it is my fer- 
vent prayer, that ye would make a 
trial of this method. Thousands 
never have tried it yet : many who 
hear me this day must know they 
have never tried it: many there are 
who cannot but own that they have 
always been so perfectly satisfied 
with theirown views of religion, that 
they have as yet never seriously at- 
tended tothe practical difference now 
jzid before you.” 


p29 Emily. 
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From the Literary Repository. 
Emily. 


Ar first Emily set about becom- 
ing a christian, with the same ex- 
pectation of success, as she would 
have applied herself to a language 
or a science. She saw that she had 
itallto learn, and she thought there 
mas nothing lo be done hut to learn 
it. She soon however begun to ex- 
perience some of the difiiculties, 
which will be encountered by all 
who are in earnest. She was sin- 
cerely asking ‘* What must I do, to 
inherit eternal life ”? But she yet 
found herself unwilling to make that 
entire surrender of the heart to God, 
which he requires, and without 
which religion is but an irksome 
bondage. Ske complained of a se- 
rious reluctance and disinclinalion 
lo serious thought and engage- 
ments, and of a disproportionate in- 
terest in her own pursuits and pleas- 
ures. 

‘To these complaints her friend lis- 
tened with sympathy, and adminis- 
tered such encouragements, as were 
calculated not indeed to make her 
easy and satisfied, with her present 
attainments, but to stimulate her to 
perseverance and diligence. She 
explained to her that these or simi- 
lar obstacles ever oppose the en- 
trance of real religion to the human 
heart, that all are naturally indispos- 
ed to embrace it ; but that (hose who 


Jeel and lament this indisposition, 


have every encouragement lo expect 
assistance. 

“ Strength,” said she “ is promised 
to those, and to those only, who 
are sensible of weakness; who ac- 
knowledging, with deep humility and 
poverty of spirit, their impotence, 
are willing te recieve help of God. 
That change of heart, which consists 
in new dispositions and affections, 
new pursuits and pleasures, new ap- 
prehensions of things unseen, and 
without which heaven could not be 
happiness, is,” she said “ the imme- 
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diate operation of the spirit of God. 
It is that for which of ourselves, we 
are absolutely insufficient. We 
must not however,” continued Miss 
W. “ expect this assistance, unless 
we earnestly and constantly seek it. 
Ask and ye shall recieve ; this is the 
invariable condition. And Emily, 
we must walch as well as pray, and 
diligently use every means, which 
God has appointed for the promotion 
of religion in the soul, never relax- 
ing from that strict system of mental 
discipline, in which christian self- 
denial chiefly consists. It is to those 
who do the will of God, that the 
promise is offered.” 

. .- Emily’s friends witnessed with 
great pleasure, the hopeful, though 
gradual change, that appeared to be 
taking place inher mind. Without 
sincerity she saw that religion is but 
a name, and wilhoul earnestness a 
shadow. 

As soon as she began to read the 
Bible with attention, and prayer, 
she perceived that she had never be- 
fore read it to any good purpose. 
She began now to feel, that “ one 
thing is needful,” and that the grand 
business of life, and that to which 
all others must be secondary, is to 
prepare for the life to come. Of the 
necessity and nature of this prepara- 
tion, she became increasingly con- 
scious the more she thought of 
God, and of the nature of heavenly 
happiness.) When she compared 
the state of mind which the Scriptures 
call “ Meetness for Heaven,” with 
the vanity and earthliness of her 
present laste and pleasures, and re 
flected upon the distaste she felt to 
those that are wholly spiritual, she 
began to understand, what is meant 
by “the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost,” and to feel the necessity of 
it, although as yet her ideas of the 
way,in which this change must be 





produced, were indistinct and uncer- 
tain. 
— 

“Denon Scnoiarsuie. The ladies 
of South Carolina, desirous to do 
their part in the excellent charity of 
assisting pious young men in their 
education for the sacred office, 
propose to establish a Scholarship at 
the general seminary of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church, to be called 
the Vehon* Scholarship. 

Should the sum subscribed be 
more than sufficient for this purpose, 
the balance shall be appropriated 
towards the endowment of a Profes- 
sorship at the said seminary, to be 
called the South Carolina Profes- 
sorship. The Bishop and the Rec- 
tors of St. Paul’s and St. Philip’s 
Churches, Charleston, are herebv 
constituted trustees of the money col- 
lected. ‘The Episcopal Clergy. and 
the vacant Parishes, the chairman of 
the Vestry, are respectfully requested 
to act as agents for this collection. 
The subscription papers to be re- 
turned to the trustees, at latest in 
three months from this date.” 

Jan. 15th, 1821. 


Died. in England onthe 16th of 
May, inthe 75th year of his age, 
the Rev Thomas Scott, Rector of 
Aston Sanford, and Chaplain to the 
Lock Liospital. He was extensive- 
ly known both in Europe and Amer- 
ica by his literary works, the most 
considerable ef which was his Com- 
mentary on the Scriptures : his lat- 
ter days were chietly employed in 
revising this valuable work. 


*“ This design originated soon 
after the lamented death of this Bish- 
op, whose zeal for the Genera! Sem= 
inary is well known.” 
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THE ROSE. 


I saw the rose at early morn 
Put forth her blushing pride ;— 
I came, when day his beams had 
shone,— 
The lovely flowers had died ! 


Yet still around the wither’d flower, 
A lingering fragrance stayed, 

That ev’n in winter’s darksome hour, 
To bless those leaves delayed. . 


So mortal beauty fades away ; 
So mortal lustre dies ; 
But virtue still shall flourish gay, 


Immortal in the skies! J.W.E. 
June 30, 1816. 


eet ate 


Weep, man! thy frail and fleeting 
hour, 
Thy glorious beauty soon shall fade, 
Ev’n as the fair and lovely flower, 
That crowns the valley’s verdant 
mead. 


The flood of mighty waves is nigh, 
The storm is warring all around ; 
Oh, cast to heaven at least thine eye, 
There happiness and joy are 

found ! J. W. E. 


July 28, 1816 


Poetry....Noles to Correspondenis. 
POETRY. 


Selections of short Poems from the MSS. of the lale Rev. James r— { 
Eastburn. 5 | 























EVENING. 


F ono, fading glories of the west, 
W hy speed ye on so swift away ? 
There is at least one lonely breast, 

T het sorrows over your decay. 
Yet ah! perchance ’tis sweeter far 
To mark those fading tints of eves. 
And watch pale Vesper’s silver star 
Shine meekly o’er the trembling | 
wave. 


The scene at twilight’s pensive hour — 
teminds of pleasures come and” 
gone— 
Of joy’s brief, momentary power, 
Upon a heart left doubly lone. 


It tells of sad mortality— 
It tells of life’s soft fading close—_ 
And bids the mind’s prophetic eye _ 
Look to like regions of repose. 


And oh! above my lowly grave 
May all like this be sweet and § 
mild ; | 

As pensive as the wandering wave ;~ 
As mourntul, and as gently wild! 7 
J. W.E. 


New-York, June 2, 1817. 





*,* The Editors would be happy to insert the queries of “ Rubricus,”’ 
were they not liely to excite a controversy from which less good. than | 


evil might be apprehended to result. 


L—s “ Omniscience of the Deity,” has been received, and may hereaf- 


ter appear. 


X.... and C. have also have been received. 
The Hymn by G. A. B. reached us in season, but being already in pos | 
session of one on the same subject, we declined inserting them both. We 
eught however to have noticed his communication sooner. 
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